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This amendment is suggested for the same
reason as in the case of the previous amieud-
ment.

Hon. 0. FRASER: 1 would like some ex-
planation of the reason for limiting the
powers of the public trustee to Teal prope)rty.
The first paragraph of the subelause pre-
vented the public trustee from selling pro-
perty of a greater value than £1,000. Then
the Committee inserted the word "real" and
that has the effect of preventing the pub.
lie trustee fromi selling anything, but real
property beyond that value. Now it is pro-
posed to insert the word ''Ireel'' in para-
graph (ii). What is the reason for the
limitation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am assured
it is desirable to have a limitation imposed.
As I have already stated, real property
means land and assets of that kind, and I
understand the usual practice under the
Administration Act is in accordance With
this provision. We do not desire to depart
from what has been the law and practice
ever many years.

Hon. 0. FRASER: If we limit the pub-
lie trustee to that amount, what is to be-
come of the other property in an estate?9
How is he going to handle that 9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am ad-
vised that this is meant to protect real
estatp' . So far as other property is con-
cerned the public trustee has the right to
sell at any time he likes and distribute
the proceeds amongst the beneficiaries.
Heal estate, however, has to be handled
very carefully and it is necessary for an
order of the court to he obtained if the
value of the real estate is oveir £1,000.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 50 to 65, Schedule, Title-agreed
to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURflIENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H-. Kitson-West} [10.331: 1 move--

Thnt tin' House, at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 4th November.

Question put and passed.

liv use adjourned at 10.34 p.m.

1egietativoe Rzsemiibp,
lVednesday, 29th October, 1941.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-LINSEED CROP.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development: Is it his
intention to lar upon the Table of the
Hou1ISe tile tile Covering rhoQ negotiations UTnd
arrangements with Richard Gray & Co., re-
garding the treatment of the linseed crop
to be harvested as a result of the distribu-
tion of linseed seed by the Government, and
the subsequent inclusion of Hem phill & Sons
in the said arrangementl

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
"NEST (for the Mlinister for industrial Be-
velupmtent) replied : Thle file will be mado

uilable to any member who desires to
peruse it.

BILL-LAND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.

MOTION-POST-WAR PROBLEMS.

As to Employment.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.331]: I
Mfove-

1, That this House considers that Cabinet
should take steps now to explore avenues of
employment for our fighting men and war
workers after hostilities.

2, That the public works to be examined for
this purpose should include the following-

Western naval base, with docking facilities;
Completion of various harbour works as

necessary;Gauge standardisation and modernisation of
W.A.Q.R. in stages;
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Conservation of water supplies and reticula-
tion of wheat belt, in stages;

Provision of necemary State utilities to en-
able establishment of a steel and alu-
miniumn industry.

3, That the Premier should get in touch
with the Federal Government to ensure a prac-
tical liaison and joint effort in respect of these
projects.

I have received several inquiries already
about this motion. One letter, from the
Collie sub-branch of the R.S.L. should, I
think, be read to the House. It states-

Post War Employment.
We have read with much interest your notice

of motion in the Assembly dealing with the
abovementioned subject and we would like you
to know that the Collie sub-branch, Returned
Soldiers League, has given this samte subj ect
matter much thought and we have endeavoured
to bring the matter before the Commonwealth
authorities. Also we have succeeded in having
the State executive of the Leaguec in this State
endorse the matter also.

We feel sure your motion will have the sup-
port of all parties in the House and if adopted
we are hopeful that every effort will be made
by the Government to have same put into effet.
Like you, we feel that new is the correct time
to deal with this matter, so that when our
men who arc now serving abroad return and
are discharged there will be employment for
them all. We all have vivid recollections of
the terrible state of the employment market
wh~en our men were discharged from the last
war and we are determined, that so far as lies
in our power, such a state of affairs will Dot
be allowed to exist at the conclusion of the
present war.

We hope our letter to you will serve as
an encouragement for you to pursue this mat-
ter relentlessly and the more of your fellow-
members you are able to enlist to support and
help you so nmuch easier will be the task.

Wc wish you every success.

This motion does not come purely within my
province. I know that in my absence dur-
ing the discussion on the Public Works Vote
several speakers dealt with it in a broad
way, including the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. McLasty) ; and the nation-
alist paper has, for some months, been pub-
lishing general remarks on the same lines.
Every member in this House is as anxious
as I anm to see that some preparation of this
kind is made. I am prepared to admit that
something has already been done in the
matter, but the point is this: We cannot be
too careful at this stage in making sure that
sufficient provision is made.

The number of poisons concerned will
probably be larger than is at present antici-
pated. Dr. Evatt has announced from the

Federal committee, through the Press, that
500,000 persons will, in his estimate, need
to be placed in employment at the end of
the war. Without disclosing figures to our
enemies, it is sufficient at this stage to say
that in Western Australia at least 100,000
dependants will be at a loose end when the
war industries employees and fighting ser-
vices personnel are discharged. Such a situa-
tion occurred in 1930, but we did not then
have the knowledge which we now possess
in regard to unemployment. Many un-
pleasant things have been said about the
way the matter was then handled. Probably
in every part of Australia at that time diff-
culties confronted the authorities when deal-
ing with the position. We have, however,
learnt a lot since then. Apart from that
aspect, a general feeling exists now amongst
the services, and even among the thinking
public, that there should be some change in
our economic system.

I want to make the point in this House
that when hostilities are concluded we will
have two cross currents. First of all, we
have the general public which has been fed
for months and months, and perhaps for
years, by speeches dealing with a new order;
on the other hand we have the big mass of
virile men who have done their job and have
returned home, and who will be in need of
employment. To show that there is dis-
content about, and that the various papers
insist that some sort of reconstruction or
new order is inevitable, I propose to curote
a short extract from this week's "A.B.C."-_
the broadcast paper published by the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Commission and circu-
lating throughout the Australian States.
This is dated the 25th October, 1941, and
states-

Marriage Loans are Es'cutial. In Australia,
the marriage age has risen and the number of
children has fallen, said A. 13. Piddington, KOC.,
i1' a recent A.B.C. talk. Many writers are eon-
vineed that this is largely due to the money-
serving apathy and snpi1'ene~s in all the Pa r-
lhiniets in Australia. All values are now over.
lain hr our modern value of money. Tn 1931,
Sir Otto Niemieyer, representing the money
Power. advisedl Australia to reduce its standard
of living because, lie said, it was too high. The
sanic advice wag given a few weeks ago by the
economist of one of our banks. A young man
asked Sir Otto whether Sir Otto would advise
him to marry. The reply wns, "'Don't be a
damn fool.''

Security-Sterility. Today we see the dismal
success of the Niemneyer philosophy of security,
through sterility.
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That is a biting attack. It tells readers
that Parliaments are supine and that fol-
lowing Sir Otto Niemeyer's advice to the
young man not to marry, the way to
security is by sterility. I have also a copy
of "The Best Digest of All," which ap-
parently is very popular; at .any rate it
must be read by many people or it would
not be so prominently displayed on the
bookstalls. In an article entitled "What is
Meant by Living?" the following appears:-

Never in history, except for small privileged
groups, has there been enough for alL Comn-
petition for these material necessities has been
a law of nature and the incentive to most of
mian 's inhuman traits, such as his hostility to
his fellow manl,

The great triumph of science and technology
in organtised society is that it can now provide
enough of these necessities for every mnan,
woman and child.

The great tragedy of present society is that,
having this ability, it has not been Able so to
distribute the abundance of food, clothing and
shelter that every man has at least his mini-
miiai needs.

Another passage states-
Present economy is based on scarcity. It

would seem to function only on a basis of scar-
city and competition. Since our present
econom '- does not operate under conditions of
abundance, it is simple to conclude that we
must either revert to scarcity or change our
economics. Abundance would seem to be pre-
ferable.

Then comes this nasty smack at Parlia-
nient-

Since the facts are well-known and uaavoid-
able1 We3 can ZAssumte that ultimately a re-adjust.
itent will be made-

Any reader of that article would naturally
have his desire whetted for some change in
our system. Another article entitled "A
Creed for the New World" states-

We shall make real the prayer, ''Give us this
da 'y on r daily bread.'' To that end w-c demand
that the resourcs of this nation, of this soil
upon wbich wve all live, whether in public or in
private hands, shall be recognised as communal
wvealth and be fully amobilised to the end that
every child shall he fed, clothed and educated
accordinig to his abilities and according to the
communal need; that every man and woman
.-hall have the necessities of life, consisting of
decent food, clothing and shelter, provided they
arc willing to work; that they shall be free in
their choice of work, but encouraged and as-
sisted iii re-training, if their choice lies in an
overcrowded field.

In the attainment of this goal we shall fol-
low no patented formula and no preconceived
prejudices, believing that it is the spirit which
quiekenethi.

These quotations convey a good idea of
matter that is being largely read through-
out Australia. When our soldiers return
from fighting at tbe war against a manl
who has been bringing in his own new
order, they will expect a good deal from
this House, that is, if the quotations I have
given may be regarded as a sample or
something along the lines of a Gallup poll.
We cannot oscape our responsibility in
this matter. The Commonwealth has many
things to do in connection with the war, in
fact it has nearly everything to do, and,
as has been shown by some of the speeches
in this House, we have been attempting to
follow that up by telling the Common-
wealth what it should be doing. Beyond all
our other State obligations, however, is that
of preparing now some system or order
so that when the thousands of soldiers re-
turn and the thousands of war workers are
dismissed, it will be possible to place them
in employment.

Having established that point, I pass to a
second point. While for several years after
the conclusion of hostilities attempts will
be made to introduce some sort of new
order, we do not want to be -wrangling about
that matter. Our opportunity seems to be
to prepare a system of public works now,
so that when our men do come home, the
question of a new order will not arbse in
this State.

Mr. Stuhbs: How would you pay the
menT

Mr. NORTHF: I need not refer the hon.
member to the member for Muirchison, since
the member for West Perth told us the
other night. If we are able to shut our
eyes to the fact that this problem of the
reconstruction of society exists by making
provision that will maintain all those men
in suitable positions for some years, we
can almost certainly say that recoinstruc-
tion arrangements will he settled elsewhere
and we shall not have the bother of mak-
ing adjustments here.

The whole question of introducing a new
order applies mainly to the settled coun-
tries. I think it is fair to say that the
more highly dev-eloped at country is, such
as, the United States. of America, the greater
is the problem of reconstruction, and in the
less-de~veloped States the easier it is, pro-
provided suitable plans of work are ar-
ranged beforehand. In the United States,
as we know during the world slump, some-
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thing like 12,000,000 persons and 4,000,000
or 5,000,000 employees were thrown abso-
lutely upon their own resources; they had
no occupation of any kind. But, if we had
no plans prepared, we would be in the
same position after the war as President
Roosevelt was in 1930.

The only purpose of the motion, apart
from establishing the fir-st point, is to en-
sure that we do not adhere to the old ideas
of 1930. 1 do) not wish to criticise the
Government for doing something that I
supported at the time, but I wish to make
use of the new knowledge since gathered
by economists. In those days the idea was
that public works of any kind were some-
thing of an extravagance that could hardly
be afforded. That was the economic doc-
trine. The Labour Party used to advocate
at one time tbat 110 public works should be
undertaken unless the requisite money was
provided by taxation. I think that party
was quite Opposed to raising loans for
works unless they could be made to return
interest and sinking fund. This indicates
that public works were regarded as an ex-
travagance or something that must be pro-
vided out of earnings. Then we were over-
taken by the depression and found that if
we did not employ the men but kept them
on sustenance, the position became worse.
Then conic a move to start public works
once more.

It was at this time that economists, ex-
perts who balance budgets, and the Loan
Council stipulated that works must be of a
nature to employ as many men as possible
and as little material as possible. To ex-
press the matter in other words, the larger
the ratio of men working to total cost,
the more ideal the work undertaken. The
Minister for Works will hear me out that
that was the intention. Quite recently I
heard the Minister say that works of this
kind became almost impossible to find, and
then followed a move, which is still in
progress, to get works which are efficient
in the true sense of the word; that is, works
that would employ as little labour and as
much material or machinery as possible. I
am anxious to ensure thait we get from
such works after the war the best possible
value, in order to help the State along in
future, and not merely adopt a stop-gap
measure to employ thousands of men ac-
cording to the theory in operation in 1930.
It is _enerally admitted that throughout the

civilised wvorld the 1930 depression repre-
sented the end of the muscle-and-flesh
theory of economics, and we find ourselves
moving from the muscle-and-flesh age to
the brake-horse-power age of the present
time.

Whenever it is possible to make through
the right authorities the necessary prelim-
inary inquiries to deal with the right sort
of works, we shall be in an ideal position
after the war to go straight ahead and put
the State on a sound basis. I have not
tried to select the wvorks that will be less
costly, and works that will employ the
gr eatest quantity of labour possible. On
the contrary I want to see our mn go as
far as they can within the limits of Arbi-
tration Court standards, andl the most ma-
chinery possible lput into use. The first
work to which I would refer is the Naval
Base. That of course has nothing to do
with the State Government. but it has
everything to do with Western Australia.
During- the last Federal elections, Senator
Collett, a Minister of the last Common-
w-ealth (Governmnent, in liy p)resence and
before a large audience said that the next
big graving dock, corresponding to the one
in Sydney now being constructed, was to
bie built in Western Australia. Having that
information from a responsible member of
the Government of that day I thought it
advisable that the State Mlinister, if he is
willing to accept the motion, should have
inquiries made through the present Fed-
eral Government to ascertain whether that
big graving dock is to come here, and whe-
ther a naval base which must go with a
graving dock will also be established here.
A big graving dock such as that to which
I have referred could not be established
without the necessary naval facilities to
accompany it. I am anxious that that ques-
tion should be the first one settled.

The next matter has to do with the rail-
ways. That is a hardy annual of mine as
well as of other members. It is question-
able whether there would be any support
on that subject if we were going to adopt
the model of 1930, and use all the men
possible and get as little results as possible
from the point of view of the State. I
have to admit that the Public Works TDe-
p~artment and all Governmients of this
State during the last 10 years have done
a wonderful job under the instructions
that have been given to them. We have
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a definite ehantge of front in the economic
sphere in that our mten are being used to
better advantage if not the best advant-
age. The distinction is clearly shown in
Hitler's legions. If we want an illustration
of the result of inechanisation and the use of
men to the best advantage we have at this
time, unfortunatel-y,' to turn to Europe. It
will be useless to argue that we should
spend any money on standardising our rail-
,way gauges if we were to leave Western
Australa in its piresent economic situation.
The whole point of my suggestion there is
that wye are on the eve of a big industrial
drive. The .P-remnier has recently been per-
mitted to release a vastly important docu-
ment, which in fact was released subse-
quenft to this mnotion being given notice of.
We arc also told that a strong committee
will lie appointed to industrialise Western
Australia now with a view to increasing
our war effort. That entirely dovetails in
with the mnotion. If the motion is replied
to I shall he glad to think that all that is
required to he dealt with can be dealt with
by that committee.

A commiittee is to be set tipl to deal with
the current situation in regard to certain
industries and for the purpose of increas-
ing our war effort. My motion relates to
the welfare of probably 100,000 persons
who must be provided for after the war,
hut I do not think it will be possible so
soon as this for the committee to establish
sufficient industries to absorb that number
of persons. They must, however, be pro-
vided for. In the meantime, wre should pre-
lpare for several big projects that will in-
volve time employment of numbers of per-
sons. We should have projects prepared
now with that object in view. I do not
say that everything set up in this motion
will have to be put into force immediately.
It will be useless to suggest the standard-
isation of our railways if we are not fac-
minz it large industrial expansion in other
directions. That is the whole objective.
The "West Australian" newspaper has
been advocating this for mrany' years. The
floverntment has for at long tie been try-
ing to bring it about, and fromt wilat we
ean see in the Press satisfactory results
are likely to be achieved. The member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) and may
leader, the miember for West Perth (Mr.
McDonald) last session were strongly in
favour of a motion to enable the Disabili-

ties Conmmission to be extended so that
it could function as an advisory board to
assist in creating still more industries in
this State.

We have since done better than that, for
the announcement of the Premier is a big
improvement on that request. No responsible
citizen can tell me that Western Australia
"'ill become a big industrial State of the
calibre of Victoria and New South Wales
on the off-standard railway gauge. One of
the first things we shall have to do will be
to standardise our railways so that we may
properly tie up with Eastern Australia and
send, say, our tomatoes from Geraidton
direct to 'Melbourne. There would be the
definite instance of using the brake-horse-
power idea against the muscle-and-flesh idea.
We can, of course, send goods to Eastern
Australia now, but the change-over comn-
pletely hampers our railway functions, if
they are looked at from Continental stand-
ards. I had no hesitation in embodying that
proposal in the motion because the Minister
for Railways today is in an impossible posi-
tion. He has effected improvements, hut
hie knows he cannot do a good job because it
would be a criminal waste of motley to spend
anything on a s 'ystemi that wits condemned at
the start by a Royal Commission as being
off-standard. We shall never improve our
railways as they should be improved to
march with an industrial State until we have
got on to the right gauge.

The only suggestion one can offer under
that heading is that we should do the work
by stages. First of nll let uts build a new line
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, and there-
after push out in other directions, perhaps
to Bunbury' and Ceraldton. Such things are
being done in other countries. If it is so ii
portent that they should be dlone, as they
aIre beinfg done, in wvar time, it is vitally in-
portant to us with our future in peace to
dleal -with that we also should (10 that. Por-
tions in the east need attention at the samne
time. 3f-v next point deals. with the reticula-
tion of the wheat belt. I believe that all
plans are ready for this hut the cost will he
tremendous. It is the kind of work I advo-
cate. It will mean the use of a lot of
material. If the Premtier's objective is rea-
lised and Western Australia is industrialised,
and steel and aluminium works are estab-
lished, he will be in at position to supply thb,
necessary pipes for such reticulation work.
Cement pipes could be manufactured in the
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State now if required. I would not dream of
saying what kind of reticulation should be
employed, for that is not my business. It is,
however, my business to see that any and
even' satisfactory engineering scheme that
will further the interests of this State after
the war is prepared now so that every last
man may be sure of employment if nothing
else is offering.

There is another aspect of the position In
relation to the wheatbelt. I have listened
for several years to complaints voiced by'
members of this House concerning the con-
dition of farmers. There has always been the
question of farmers' debts and the difficul-
ties of finance to be faced, but now there is
another problem that is causing considerable
discussion, namely, the shortage of farm
workers. Men cannot be persuaded to go to
the country to work on farms. The solu-
tion to that problem is surely that we must
aim to achieve conditions on farms as good
as those enjoyed by workers in the city' .
Technically that is perfectly possible, but
the matter has not been given sufficient coni-
sideration. We are told all sorts of stories
as to how people that work in country areas
are treated, and probably there is a certain
amount of truth in them. What we must
do is to say boldly and frankly that after
this war men who have helped to put an end
to the menace with which the world has been
faced and who will find employment in the
country shall enjoy the same conditions of
labour as are experienced by workers any-
where else. We should set ourselves to
achieve that end as part of our public works
policy. The first need is reticulation. After
that we can prepare to make better use of
the land and inaugurate other improvements
that will occur to the Minister.

There is another comparatively sinall
matter which is probably covered in the in-
dustries expansion report, and that is the
need for providing the necessary utilities to
enable the steel and aluminium industries to
be established. Doubtless that matter has
already engaged the attention of the Govern-
ment, but I have set it down in the motion in
order to achieve completeness. As I see it, all
of these works will require Federal assistance.
There are many others that I have not men-
tioned and which ,ould] have been included,
but they might more fitly he discussed under
the loan Estimates. The matters to which
I have referred are matter, which we as a
State should advance and we must lose no

opportunity of making necessary representa-
tions to the Federal Government in respect to
them and of fighting for them, if we are
to become a State worthy of the Common-
wealth and on the same basis as are the
Eastern States today. I would like mem-
bers present who desire to support the
motion to add any other subjects they think
should be looked into during the succeeding
stages of the war for presentation at the
right time. Such projects as house building,
sewerage, slum clearance and electricity
extension, could well be given considera-
tion.

I 11ow propose to consider the matter
from the viewpoint of Canberra, because
although we may talk a good deal here about
these things, such projects are all, practi-
cally speaking, matters that require thu
attention of the Federal authorities. We
now have a Federal Government whose
Prime Minister happens to be the member
for Fremantle and a Western Australian.
Though we would not ask him to do any-
thing favourable to us that is unfavourablo
to the other States, we can at least ask him
to give us as good a deal as the Eastern
States have received, and I am sure he will
dto that. But be does need some lead from
us. We should give some guidance in these
matters. I do not see why a Federal recon-
struction committee should be set up to
function behind closed doors. Nobody in
this House knows what that committee is
doing and discussing. We have had no say
till this moment in regard to any post-war
projects suggested for Western Australia.
You, 'Mr. Speaker, may consider, and the
House may consider, that the items I have
mentioned are not ones that should be con-
sidered. They may be ruled out; but the
fact remains that we must have a satisfac-
tory list of works available to absorb men
returning from the war and to provide a
living for a number that may reach 100,000
or more.

The last point to which I wish to refer is
that of finance. The member for West
Perth ('Mr. McDonald), the member for
Murchison (.Nr. 'Marshall), and others-
even the Prime Minister of Australia and all
sorts of authorities-have all told us in the
last two or three years, during this war,
that the old system of finding money for
jobs is not in question. The system now in
operation is based on the fact that if men
and materials arc available finance can bei
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mado available. That is the position in re-
gard to the production of munitions, planes,
tanks and other things.

Mr. Marshall: Hitler is definitely using
that system to the full.

Mr. NORTH: Our own leaders are telling
its that if there are materials, a proper
scientific set-lip-proper planning and
designing-and if there are men to do work,
money is not in question. If that is true
now, there will have to he at considerable
vole faee or volcano to render it untrue
regarding the sme persons under different
circumstances. When the war ends we
shall be dealing with the same characters.
However, the scene will have changed, and
a new setting will be staged in the economic
theatre. The same persons will appear on
the same stage but in a new scene. illI
there be a new order such as we have been
promised 1 The member for Murray-Well-
ington (.%r. MeLarty) told us the other
night that there need be no fear that after
this war the same circumstances that applied
in 10:30 would recur, with men picking grass
off the street and deficits of a million pounds
being piled up because there was too munch
of everything in the world except gold.
Shall we tolerate that system again after
this war?

Mr. Mar-shall: The member for- Murray-
Wellington would!I

Mr. NORTH: The member for Murray-
Wellington told ius that conditions will be
all right after the war. However, I feel
that this Government should get in touch
with Mr. Curtin's Government and find out
from him whether the Federal authorities
intend to provide a graving dlock and a
naval base for Western Australia. If that
is to be done the Premier wvill know how
many meni coming hack from the war are
likely to he absorbedl in such projects. If
we are informed that time present Federal
Government is going to unify the railways
-not now but after the war-and malintain
that policy which it has advocated in the
past, then Western Australia will come into
the picture again in that regard. That will
enable the Minister for Railways to effect
many improvements be would not dare to
make today because of the lack of a standard
gauge. In regard to the wheat belt, I do
not think that we, as a State, could very
well tackle that matter, btit the at-
tention of the Federal Government could
certainly be drawn to the fact that here

is a national project of as great importance
ats is the Murray River project and other
improvements made in the Eastern States,
at national project in respect of which Feder-
al assistance could very well be afforded.

'The only point in the motion with which
1 have not so far dealt relates to harbours.
W~hy was that introduced? It is a State
matter and could have been left amongst
the other matters not dealt with. However,
I had a reason for introducing it. Those who
read the Press carefully will have noticed
that in the last few months there have been
many speeches by leaders in America and
Britain about a post-.war reconsideration of
the tariff question. Tariffs, it appears, will
be redu',ecl and in some cases practical]ly
abolished. In other words there will be a
partial return to free trade after the war,
the object of the move being to extend inter-
national trade. Before the war considera-
tion had been given to this matter, and I
quoted Mr. Keynes the other night as say-
ing that by means of a public works policy
of full employment it was believed to be pos-
sible to lower tariffs so that there might ])0
a flow of international trade comparable
with that wvhich is said to have once before
obtained, without causing undue hardship to
local industries concerned. Both should ex-
pand together by the simple expedient sug-
gested by Mr. Reynes of fostering works at
home and lowering tariffs against inter-
national trade. Such a scheme means that
our harhour must come into the picture
very promninenitly consequent upon a vast
improvement in our oversea trade. All this
indicates that the State Government will be
called upon to find a lot more money and
employment for the various men to whom
I have referred who, under present condi-
tions, are able to go full speed ahead, with
all of us behind them, on various war pro-
jects in which wye are engaged.

Those remarks complete my reference to
the motion itself. I point out in conclusion,
by way of a summary, that there is con-
siderable disquiet concerning the present
economic system. Our opponents--the Gecr-
mans and others-are challenging us with
a new system. We are fighting to retain our
democracy in order to avoid having to face
the prospect of defeat and the imposition
of a system we do not want. Our energies
are now engaged in that struggle but the
moment the war ends we should be ready
with a list of public works to be undertaken,
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so that all who return from the war and
those at present engaged in munitions fac-
tories wvill be absorbed in full-time employ-
ment, and that we shall be able to tide our-
selves over the period intervening between
tbe end( of the war and the inauguration of
the big changes tbat have been forecast.

I ask the Government not to try to pull
this motion to pieces and not to assume that
there is an ulterior motive behind it. In
effect, very little is asked of the State Gov-
ernment. The acceptance of my proposal

my involve the appointment of some sort
of liaison officer. If I had anything to do
with the matter, I would arrange to have
seome individual appointed to serve as a link
hetween the Federal Government and our
own Public Works Department and other
departments concerned. We hare perhaps
12 to 18 mouths in which to deal with the
matter before the war ends. If we spend
that time in the way I have suggested, it
wvill he well spent. Should the war end
earlir-say about next June-the time avail-
able to us to go into this matter thoroughly
will be very short indeed. Judging from the
latest figures I could obtain, we shall one
day have at least 100,000 persons depending
for a livelihood on breadwinners who are
now enlgaged in Ar industries, or in the
fighiting service.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.15): The
time is opportune for a motion such ns that
moved by the member for Claremont t3Ir.
North). Today there is a call for action.
For a long time pest we hare heard much
talk respecting the new order that is
to dawn some time in the future, but that
changed regime cannot eventuate unless
there is a policy established and something
definite is done whereby those most con-
cerned will be enabled to obtain employment.
That is one of the first considerations. Our
boys should be sure of employment. Only
when that state of affairs obtains will we
be in a position to give active and perma-
nent effect to the suggestions embodied in
the motion under consideration.

Towards the end of the current year, a
large number of boys and girls will be
leaving our schools, When the -var ends,
and even before that, a tremendous volume
of building operations will have to be un-
dertaken. I suggest that the boys who will
shortly be leaving school be given an op-
portunity to learn a branch of trade asso-

elated with building' operations. N\aturally
I refer to those who have an inclination in
that direction. Education along those lines
should be undertaken intensively. 'Not alone
in Australia but particularly in Europe will
there be a tremendous volume of reconstrule-
tional work to be undertaken, and it will
certainly be futile to talk about the estab-
lishment of a new order if it is impossible
to house those whose homes have been de-
stroyed or iThose dlwellings must be im-
proved.

The prayer of the boys at the termination
of the war will be: "Give us this day our
daily job." No job can be provided unless
the individual to whom it is to be entrusted
is competent to do the work as a tradesman.
I applaud the member for Claremont for
having placed the motion before the House
in which he has submitted a range of work
that should be carried out. That will not be
possible of achievement unless we have those
who will be qualified to carry out the various
tasks indicated. I amn convinced that there
is little, if any, time to lose before the boys
who are now reaching 14 or 15 years of age
most be provided with the opportunity to
acquire some technical knowledge. I do not
know that it requires many words or much
advocacy to drive that point home. The
suggestion is sound; it is common sense; it
is essential. If we are content merely to sit
dlown and talk about this visionary new
order, what will he the effect? I doubt if it
could possibly do any good. If -we had some
practical scheme enabling the boys of West-
ern Australia-and, I hope, the boys of the
Commonwealth generally-to become quali-
fied to carry out work associated with the
building trade, then indeed we shall have
taken a step forward and will have gone
sonic distance towards the mnilleniiium or the
new order of which we hear so much and of
which wve shall hear so much more in the
futuire.

We who live on the earth are not
dreamers. We are practical-minded. Why
not grapple with this problem now? If the
motion is agreed to it will constitute a direct
instruction to the Premier, his Ministers and
others, including private citizens, to do all
that lies in their power to establish a better
social order. Nevertheless, it is essentially
a question for the Government. I trust
serious consideration will he given to the
whole matter so that our boys may be pro-
vided with essential opportunities. It isR
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useless to say that the boys must Dot learn
trades as there are already too many
builders, and so on. There will be need for
many builders, and we must see to it that,
when the new order does dawn, the old
practice of imposing restrictions upon the
training of tradesmen shall cease altogether.
We must make sure that ample opportuni-
ties will be afforded to those who will be
required to carry out the work of the future,
and that they must not live to curse a
system that -requires them to he placed on
sustenance. They must he given an oppor-
tunity to achieve the independence that fol-
lows upon the acquirement of knowledge of
a trade that will enable them to participate
in one or other of the undertakings to which
refrence is made in the motion, and in re-
spect of which I particularly direct atten-
tion to building operations.

Circumstances of today invite considera-
tion of the whole problem. It is important
that it should be undertaken, if we are to
be true to our obligations as representatives
of the electors, and if we appreciateseriously
the very grave difficulties that confront the
world today, we shall see to it that we ex-
tend assistance, co-operation and practical
help to our boys in the encouragement wve
give them to enjoy opportunities to learn
various trades. I am most anxious that this
point of view shall be recog-nised by those
who have it in their power to bring such
schemes to fruition. Merely to talk about
the new order is simply to uitter words,
words, words. We must now translate pious
hopes into definite action, and I pledge my-
self as far as lies within my powe-I be-
hieve that all who have the Same aspirations9
and ambitions do so as well-to give effect
to the sentiments I have expressed. I earn-
estly hope that the Premier and his Minis-
terts will give the subject serious considera-
tion, and that with the establishment of the
new order there will be a. definite end to the
old order, and that no longer will lads he
prevented from learning trades and be
thrown, in consequence, on the industrial
scrap heap before ever having an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their capacity as
workers iii the various trades.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-M1oore) [5.23]: I
desire to associate myself with the motion
and to congratulate the member for Clare-
mont (21k. North) upon p)laeing it before
the House. As the member for Swan (Mr.

Sampson) remarked, there has been a lot of
talk about the new order. We hear it on
every hand. Unfortunately we hear the talk
from month to month. Time passes but, as
is usual in a democracy, concrete results do
act readily develop. I assume that the
member for Claremont in raising this issue
has endeavoured to focus our attention not
only upon the necessity to do something
concrete before our men return from the war,
but to emphasise that the time has come
when we must cease talking about the new
order and do something really tangible.
Some little time ago at a meeting of the local
road board at Dalwalliu, I suggested that
the board should make out a list of the
works that were required, buit which could
not be undertaken at present, and should
forward it to the Government with a view
to the various undertakings baing ineor-
porated in the scheme of work that the
Government will probably develop to cope
with the position after the war.

It is a inatten of common knowledge that
when a war ceases and soldiers return, they
have, in the past, represented an economic
nuisance. That is unquestionable. After
the N.apoleonie wars they constituted a&grave
danger not only in England but throughout
Europe. That was due entirely to the point
emphasised by the member for Claremont,
who indicated that we have suchi a peculiar
economic system that, as soon as people have
served their use, they are thrown upon the
industrial scrap heap. I regret that prac-
tically everything we do in this modern life
of curs actually gets bac-k to the question of
money. It is alpparent in every sphere of
life. Our economnic system 'will not stand
lip to the progress of science;, so advance-
mient is retarded. We have the men, the
materials and the plant, but unfortunately
we also have our mioney-lending system with
its overburden of interest charges. It has
been said that the interest impost on money
is set far above the needs of the people.
That has led in the past to the degradation
associated with the soldiers as witnessed at
the end of the Napoleonic wars. That self
same condition will recur after the present
war if we do not adopt practical methods,
as suggested in the motion, so that the sys-
tern that operated in the past shall not be
allowed to function in the times that are
ahead.

At the present juncture I think everyone
will agree that unemployment has practie-,
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ally disappeared. If JL reuteuber. aright,
that point was made in His Excellency's
Speech at the opening of the current session
of Parliament. That, however, is the posi-
tion. Why is it so'? Tt is largely because
the war is in progress. It has railed for men
and materials--and men have had to re-
spond, but the economic system, as wve ex-
perienee it today, will not stand tip to an
emergency. When wvar bursts upon us it
makes us forget all about the need to tighten
our belts, and so forth. 'Money is forth-
coming for all requirements,, and surely as
the member for Murchison (Mfr. Marshall)
or the member for Victoria Park (Mfr.
Raphael) once interjected, "If there is
mioney for wvax, there must he money for
peace!" Are we to allow the soldiers on
their return from the war to face unem-
ploytnentl Arc we to allow this State to
revert to the position in which we were
formerly, and which has now been partly
rectified by war---simply because of our rot-
ten economic system? I think not! It is
possible that when the war is over much
time and thought will have been devoted to
repatriating the soldiers. It must be!
After the last war it took many mouths to
get our boys back, and also to move people
who were concerned with the war and who
wished to come to a. country like Australia.
Would it be possible for Australia to
arrange that during the time of transiniai-
sion, when the boys were waiting for ships,
for technical schools to he made available
for them oversea so that they could come
hack with a certain amount of techinical
training? That training would be useful
in connection with such works as, mentioned
in the nmotion.

Mr. Seward: We had that after the last
war.

Mr. BERRY: Then let uts repeat it. It
would be a very sound and sensible thing
to do. The mover bus limited the works he
proposes to certain aspects. There will be
other works to do as well. In the country
there is pressing need for homes equal to
those provided in the metropolitan area by
the Worker.%' Homes h~oard. Steps could
he taken to ensure homes to rural residents.
The member for Claremont said that rural
conditions of labour afforded plenty of room
for improvement in the Country. I have

senAustralian farm workers living tinder
conditions which, if imposed on the natives,
of Malaya, Would cost the "imposer" a mat-

ter of 450 or £69 in fines. Yet those condi-
tions obtain in Australia merely because, as
a rule, the farmer is not in a financial posi-
tion to give his men better housing condi-
tions. Such questions should receive con-
sideration.

The problem of railway gauges is an old
one. In faict, that problem forms part of
Australian history. We read that certain
inter-colnial jealousies caused all these dif-
ferent grades to come about. The mover
very properly suggests that we should get
on to standardisation as post-war work., My
only regret is that the unification of gauges
was not done long ago. it is quite possible
that in the f uture we may find a great need
for our railway systemis, f the necessary
labour were available now I would say un-
hesitatingly that the standardisation of
gauges is not a matter for post-war effort,
but should have been (lone long ago and
should be in existence now. At present, of
course , it would be extremely difficult to do
this on account of the number of men re-
quired for the army. The East-West road
should help, but I do not know whether itt
construction is heavy enough.

Reference was made to the possibility
that Mr. Curtin, as Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth, would have a bias towards
Western Australia. The Commonwealth
bias has been away from Western Australia
hitherto. In any case, whatever political
faith we adhere to, we should rejoice to
know that a Western Australian is IPrinme
M1inister of Australia. I wish Mr. Curtin
every possible success, and hope he will be
able to do ninny of the things that are.
needed, perhaps many of the things called
for by the motion of the member for Clare-
mont. I am happy to associate myself with
that motion, and I congrattulate the mover.

MR. TRIAT (M. agnlet) [5.351: I am
indleed pleased that the member for Clare-
inont has brought up the important subject
of his motion. It affects part of my ekee-
torate at this timep, not so much regarding
men who bare returned as those who will re-
turn fronm the war relative to keeping the
ining- and] other industries operating in

those localities so that they may absorb
mnen when our army doe" return from
the front. Recently members- of my
organisation at Youannim were deeply
Perturbed at the shortage of skilled
miners, owing to the fact that the
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military authorities go into the district and
pick up skilled mining workers to fight in
the war. Mining is an occupation to which
men cannot be trained quickly, so that there
is a risk of mines closing down. If a mine
like the Youanzni stopped for a week, it
would never reopen.

I visited Vonatnmi for the purpose of dis-
tussig with the mniners, the mnine managers,
and the business men of the town the possi-
bility of preventing men from being taken
away from the mines for military purposes.
The manager of the Youanmi mine told me
that for some time jpast he had had a kind
of agreement that the military authorities
would not eome into the district for the
purpose of enlisting minera. His staff had
numbered about 200 men, and 109 of them
had entered military training camps already,
and another 25 were being picked up for
militia training. The want of skilled men
will mean the closing down of the Yonankmi
mine if recruiting is persisted in there. The
manager of the Triton mine told me he was
in a similar position. The mining companies
are approaching the Kalgoorlie Chamber of
Mines with a view to an arrangement being
made that trainees shall be permitted to con-
tinue working on the mines until their places
can be filled. Unless something of the kind
is, dlone there will be no work for returned
mein in those districts. I have had the oppor-
tunity to take the matter up with the Fed-
eral member for Kalgoorlie, and he in turn
has raised the question in Canberra.

The Premier: That proposal is well on
the way.

Mr. TRIAT: I understand that a prior-
ity' committee is to be set up in Western
Australia to go into the question of keep-
ing the mines at work. I believe that the
committee is not yet established, hut that
it is well on the way. I hope the time is
not far distant when this most serious mat-
ter will be fully considered. I repeat, if
certain of our mines close down they will
never open again; whereas, if kept work-
ing" continluously they will last for years.
I know little about debts and interest and
so forth, but I understand that unless our
mines remain at work we shall not be able
to pay the interest on our indebtedness.
The Commonwealth Government should
make some reservations for men skilled in
mining. I support the motion if only for
that reason. But there are other good
reasons, as, well. Standardisation of rail-

way gauges has been discussed for many
years. For rapid transport uniformity of
gauges is all-important. If the old main
trunk line from Fremantle to Cairns were
a one-gauge line the speed of travelling
over it would be much greater.

The Premier: It would be very expen-
sive to make that railway all one gauge,
because of alterations that would be
needed in Victoria and other States.

Mr. TRIAT: The Japanese had many
breaks of gauge, and in Manchukuo they
took over 5ft. Sin, and 4ft. Sy~m. lines.
Mr. Ciunes, the author of a book called
"Sky-high to Shanghai," gives a descrip-
tion of how that break of gauge was over-
come. I consider that we are well ahead
of the Japanese in both workmanship and
ability. What they can do, we certainly
can excel. Mr. Chines had the opportunity
to see a train known as the Asia Flier,
which he said was most remarkable for
speed and comfort and absence of noise.
The line is built of welded steel rails, and
the carriages are pre-heated, and there is
no noise.

Mr. North: The Mft. 81/2 in. gauge is the
world's standard.

Mr. TRIAT: When the passengers by
the Asiatic Flier camne to a 5ft. Sin, junc-
tion, they all had to get out of that splen-
did train and enter a very poor train, just
as we have to do in Australia. The Japan-
ese were concerned about that line because
it was a slow line. To bring about unifica-
tion of gauges was almost an impossible
task. The Japanese engineers, however.
decided that the work could be done be-
tween 6 p.m. and 8 n.m. During that space
of time 15 men to the mile completed the
unification of gauge. Trains now run on
that railway at 70 miles per hour. Tt seems
incredible, but that is the fact.

Mr. North: Our trouble today is the nar-
row sleepers.

Mr. TRIAT: What the Japanese ac-
coinplished shows that greet things can
be done.

Mr. North: The Great Western Com-
pany of England did something similar.

Mr. TRIAT: It was a wonderful achieve-
ment (or the Japanese, but Australians can
equal it. It is only a question of money.
In comparison with Queensland and New
Zealand, Western Australia has little diffi-
culty with regard to grades. Our country
is nearly all level. Queensland had to cut
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away mountains to build her lines. Huge
cuttings can he seen, near the tops of
mountains there. None of these difficul-
ties exists in Western Australia, and with
a big type of locomotive -we should be
able to do our job at reasonable cost. On
our railway system, with the exception of
the line from Perth to Chidlows Well,
there are no grade diffeulties. Plenty of
work awaits our young men in our Mid-
land Junction workshops at building rail-
way engines.

Whilst 1 was at Youanmi, a man showed
me some precision tools-gauge, squares,
and angle squares. They -were all the
work of a boy who bad received only
three months' training. Hle, an engine-
driver, was taken from Youanmi as a young
man. He joined the Air Force and after
three months' training made these tools. He
was not skilled in that class of work before
he left Youanmi. I examined the tools care-
fully with the aid of my glasses and could
not see where they were joined. The tools
were not welded, but riveted, yet it was im-
possible to see the joints. To my astonish.
ment, 1 found that after three months'
training one of oar lads could undertake
that class of work. If the suggestion of the
member for Swan (i11r. Sampson) is
adopted, many boys and girls leaving school
next year will he given the opportunity to
get technical training.

M1r. Doney: That lad had three mnonths'
training, plus natural ability.

Mr. TN TAT: Hle may be a natural
mnechanic. His father was vecry proud of
the lad's achievement, and told me hie did
not think the boy could do that work, as
hie had never done any similar work before.

Tho, Premier:. How long did he take to
make the tools?

Mr. TRIAT: Three months. In that time
he made seven instruments that arc equal to
the work of a skilled tradesman. I am point-
ing out the possibilities for our youths. 'No
inemiher present couild make the tools which
that boy miade, and yet he had had only
three months' tuition. He is only one of
hundreds of young men in the State who
could do the same thing if given the chance.

Another matter with regard to post-war
work is this: We are fortunate, in my
opinion, in having immense deposits of
alunite at Lake Campion. I bare had the
opportunity to read the report of the West-
ern Australian War Industries Committee

tabled by the Premier. That report-deals
extensively with these alunite deposits. I
am not so much concerned about the manu-
facture of aluminium, but was struck by
the wonderful wealth of potash, which is
the main proposition. Uf there were nothing
else there but potash the deposits would still
be wonderful, The Committee in its report
states that there is sufficient potash to meet
the requirements of Australia for 100 years.
Sulphate of potash is an important fertiliser
and cannot be produced to* any extent in
other parts of the Commonwealth.

The Premier: There is no substitute for
it.

Mr. TRIAT: It can be produced in
only four countries, including America. The
other countries are enemy countries, and
America requires for its own purposes all
the sulphate of potash it can produce. It is
estimated that in these !ocal deposits there
are 1,750,000 tons of potash, going down to
a depth of 2Oft. Before the war the price
of sulphate of potash was £12 15s. a ton,
but it has been rising until now the price is
£23 15s. I am given to understand that
sulphate of potash can be obtained from
these deposits at £10 per ton. And there
are 1,750,000 tons of it waiting for the
exploiter!

The plant required to produce the potash
will cost only £150,000, and that amount
should be provided hy the Commonwealth
or by the State, I do not care wrhich. But
this commodity should belong to the people
of Western Australia and be used for this
and the other States. It should not be
exploited by private individuals. This State
has spent a fair amount of money upon
experiments in order to ascertain the true
value of these large dleposits--the biggest
in the world-and therefore private enter-
prise was able to step in quickly, after iti
had ascertained the great value of the de-
posits, end take up leases covering the
whole of Lake Campion. Private enterprise
was not satisfied -with part; it took the lot.

Mr. Withers -How did private enterprise
do that~?

Mr. TRIAl': I do not know. I am sorry
the Mines Department permitted it. I am
afraid that private enterprise secured the
concession after evidence had been taken by
the Committee.

Mr. Styants: It looks as if information
leaked oat.
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Mr. Abbott: It was done a long while
ago.

Mr. TRIAT: I1 intend to find out when
the leases were taken up.

Mr. Patrick: It was not 'very long age.
MXr. TRIAT: The report of the committee

suggests that the Commonwealth should pro-
vide sufficient money to work the deposits
The sum of £C90,000 has been suggested;
probably the Commonwealth Government
could find £150,000. In that case the State
should have the opportunity to work the
deposits. They are very extensive and should
prove a most valuable asset, because, as I
have said, sufficient potash is available for
Australia's needs for the next 100 years.

The Premier: Should we take over the
You aumi mine?

Mr. TRIAT: That is not a national asset.
If it were the only mine of consequence in
Western Australia, however, the Youanmi
company should not be permitted to retain
it.

Mr. Abbott: Private enterprise started
the concern before the Government thought
Of it.

Mr. TRIAL. The State Government made
numerous inquiries.

Mr. Abbott: I think you are wrong.
MY. TRIAT: I amn informed that the

Western Mining Corporation turned it down.
I ehaUcuge any member to disprove that
statement.

Mr. Abbott: There are others besides the
Western Mining Corporation.

Mr. TRIAT: That corporation brought
an engineer from Canada to test the deposits.
After considering the matter the corporation
said it did not want the deposits; hut after
our University made tests and ascertained
that these deposits of potash were available,
some of the wealthy crowd stepped in after
the war and took up leases covering the whole
lake. I shall ascertain the exact dates, but I
understand the leases were taken np after
evidence had been given to the Committee.
I shall give the House the information when
I have obtained it.

The Premier: The syndicate has had the-
lenses for a long time.

Mr. TRIAT: How long is it since H. B.
Jackson took up these leases?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
will address the Chair.

Mn. TRIAT: I do not blame that gentle-
man; hut, in my opinion, the concession
should never have been ranted to private

people. It is a national asset and ought to.
become a great revenue-producer for the
State.

Mr. Abbott: It will be a revenue-producer-
Mr. TRIAT: Yot if it is held by private

enterprise. Tbhe Commonwealth Government
and our Government have missed a great op-
portunity to make provision for the employ-
mnent of our soldiers when they return, as.
these deposits will be worked by private
enterprise. I shall not dwell on the motion,
because every member agrees with the pritn-
ciples enunciated by the member for tlare-
mont (Mr. -North).

The Premier: Many people have (lone
something about it.

Mr. TRIAT :J es. If we kept on talk ug-
for another twelve months we would hardly
exhaust all the things that could be thought
of, but it is a question of cost. If sufficient
money were available we could establish steel
works in Western Australia. I recall that
two years ago members of this Chamber sug-
gested charcoal f or smelting iron, but nothing
has yet been done in that direction, except
that certain investigations have been made.
There is a limit to man's endurance, 'When
one keeps on asking and nothing is done1
one gets tired. Experts have suggested that
charcoal can be used in this State for steel
manufacture, but that such manufacture
would he cheaper in Tasmania, which has
an abundant supply of cheap electricity.
Why cannot Collie coat be used for the manu-
facture of cheap electricity?

The Premier:- Because Tasmania has
hyd ro- electrical works.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. Queensland also has
them.

The Premier: Collie could net comIpete
with those works.

Mr. TRIAT:- I am given to understand that
the cost of production of electricity in 'West-
era Australia compares f avourably with the
cost in other parts of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Patrick: It was produced cheaply by
the Lake View Company.

Air. TRIAT! It is produced more cheaply
at O~walia, so -we niust go there in order to,
produce electricity!

The Premier: What is the charge at
Gwalia?

Mr. TRIAT: I do not know the exact
charge, but it is the cheapest electricity
supplied on the goldfields. I am given to
understand that the electricity produced at
the East Perth Power Heuse is vetr cheap.
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Surely it could be produced still more
cheaply at Collie, because freight would
be saved. Modern boilers burning powdered
coal can produce electrical power at a cheap
rate, so I do not know why we should bother
about Tasmania. We ought to be able to
produce cheap electrical power at Collie.

The Minister for Works: Quantity is a
big factor in the costs.

Mr. Patrick: Electricity can be produced
cheaper where water is available.

Mr. TRIAT: If water is not available,
other methods must be used. I sincerely
hope every effort will be made to put into
effect the suggestions wade by the member
for Claremont (Mfr. North), whose motion
hats my hearty support. Anything I can do
to assist him I shall be only too glad to do.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

BILL-WILLS (SOLDIERS, SAILORS,
AND AIRMEN).

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL-MARKETING Or EGGS
REGULATION.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 22nd October of the debate on the
second reading.

Point of Order.

Mr. Watts: on at point of order, I would
like to ask for your ruling, Mr. Speaker,
as to whether this Bill is in order. I do
so in view of the provisions that are con-
taincd in Clause 14. 1 would like your
ruling as to whether there is an appropria-
tiori of revenue arising, or likely to arise,
out of the provisions of that clause, which
permits officers of the Department of Agri-
culture to be utilised for the purposes of
the Bill, if it becomes an Act. The clause
provides that the Minister may fix the re-
muneration for such services. There is a
possibility that such remuneration might ex-
ceed in value the amount of the payment
to be fixed by the Minister; or, alternatively,
that the funds of the board might at any
time be insufficient to meet the amount thug
necessary.

Mr. Speaker: My reading of the Bill is
that all expenses for the administration of
the Act shall come from the funds of the
board. There will be no appropriation of
public funds at all. Clause 14 provides
that the Minister may lend to the board
the services of the departmental inspectors,
and that such inspectors when performing
any duties nder the measure, shall be
deemecc to be performing such duties for the
board. I rule that the Bill is in order.

Debate Resumed.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise-Gascoyne) [5.58]:
Mar .tv refer briefly to the point raised by'
the member for Kittanning (Mr. Watts) ?
It was my intention also to raise the point,
because it seems to me that the clause in
question raises some doubt. When I read
the Bill, it appeared to me that a consider-
able amount of verbiage was used to bring
about the result desired by the member for
Canning (Mr. Cross) and those who had
requested him to introduce the measure.
Some months ago, members of the Com-
mercial Poultry Union approached me with
a viewv to obtaining an amendment of the
Marketing of Eggs Act. Their main request
was centred around a desire to give statu-
tory authority to a voluntary committee now
operating which has done much, to date,
in stabilising, the price of eggs on the metro-
politant market. That committee has, for
its~ chairman, Dr. Sutton. One or two mem-
bers of the Primary Producers' Assoeiation
are on the committee, and have done the
work voluntarily. T understand that until
very recently the chairman has received no
emoluments. The committee has endeavour-
ed to reorganise the haphazard methods of
the marketing of eggs which formerly ob-
tained.

The poultry-growers, or Egg Producers'
Union-I cannot recall the name at the
moment-also requested that the Govern-
mernt be responsible for the cost of taking
a poll uts prescribed in the existing law.
These were the two main requests. To the
first one I said I was not prepared, under
ally consideration at that stage, to ap-
point statutorily the existing voluntary com-
mittee, for the reason that there was in
existence an Act giving the growers, or the
producers, the opportunity of deciding
whether they wished to have control under
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a stautory organisation, and that they
should test that first. To the second request,
that of the taking of a poll by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, I promised to give
consideration, because it seemed there was
a serious conflict of opinion, not only be-
tween the egg producers themselves but be-
tween the different organisations of egg pro-
ducers. Following that, the egg producers'
organisation, which is part of the Primary
Producers,' Association, also approached me
with praotically similar requests. Subse-
quent to that an approach was made by
the voluntary stabilisation committee to-
wards much the seine end, although the re-
quests from that committee were more along
the line of bringing into effect certain re-
grulations under the existing Iawv which might
meet their desires and suit their particular
outlook.

The voluntary stabilisation committee is
performing duties almost similar to those
orhich this Bill seeks to make compulsory,
from what I can gather from an examina-
tion of it. It has, in effect, brought about
a stabilisation of the market which would
be the result, in a general way, if this Bill
becamue law. It is obvious to me from
my experience of the Dairy Products Mar-
keting Regulation Act, that this Bill was
framed on the stabilization clauses of that
nmeasure. It is remarkable that, to give statu-
tory power to the existing voluntary com-
mittee, so much verbiage is necessary. The
voluntary committee has been constituted and
set up to avoid violent fluctuations in the
price of eggs; and to take from the market
the surplus eggs, day by day and week by
week, more particularly during the flush
season, and principally during the export
season.

One of the main variations sought in this
Hill from the existing law is to increase the
number of poultry from 75 to 150 before
a person can qualify under the definition of
"lproducer." When the member for Canning
(Mr. Cross) introduced the Bill, I asked
what was the intention of this proposal and
he stated it was that there should be no
interference at all. It seems that the Bill
dloes not provide for any control of those
people who have less than 150 head of lay-
ing hens. That section of egg producers
represents almost 40 per cent, of the egg
production. If the people having under 150
laying hens are not to he controlled, and
their product is to be let loose on the market,

or has to find markets of its own, it seems
that it would create great interference with
the principles the member desires to intro-
duce. It is all very well to suggest that the
40 per cent. of producers would ftnd ready
manrkets with the small storekeeper, and in
that class of trade where a few dozen eggs a
day can always be absorbed. But when 40
per cent. production is involved it is a very
serious matter.

I would like to ask the hon. member
whether under the existing stabilisation
committee's operations many of the people
he does not desire to control are, of their
own volition, levying themselves and supply-
ing their eggs under the authority and eon-
trol of the present committee. If that is
so, then many of these small producers are
sending eggs through the normal marketing
channels-through the agents-and are be-
ing levied a halfpenny per dozen which is
collected by the agents for the voluntary
committee, and of course in that caso thel
non-control of the 40 per cent. production is
not of so much moment as it would other-
wise be. During the last year or two there
has been a marked difference in the systems
operating in the marketing of cggs. At pre-
sent there is no auction sale of eggs in the
metropolitan area. They are sold in the
Metropolitan 'Market Trust premises by one
or other of the prescribed agents at a price
decided upon, and which people pay for
the quantities they require.

Mr. Thorn: Have they an appraisement
schemei

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will explain what has happened since the
inception of the present voluntary stab ilisa-
tion committee. That commit tee has been
able to convinee the agents that then auction
system was a farce; that those buyers who(
require the eggs in large quantities estab-
lished the price themselves aind made the
market, and, in effect, even though an auc-
tioneer did perform his ordinary functions
and pretend to sell by auction, the sales
wvere Obviously farcical. The price for small
lots or big lots did not vary throughout the
sales during the day. The voluntary stabili-
cation conlmittee, therefore, has convinced
the agents and the buyers that the best sy~s-
tern, particularly during the export season.
is a sort of treaty arrangement for the firing-
of a price for the sale dlays twice weekly.
That is quite a new departure in the
handling of any type of farm produce in
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this city. It seems that the producers have
been well satisfied. The retailers and those
who buy for the country trade have been
able better to assess the markets and the
anticipation of futures with the result that
the market has been steadier and more
stable, with very few violent fluctuations.
This committee, which it is now sought to
legalise and clothe with statutory power,
has taken from the market day by day the
,quantity of surplus eggs above the metro-
politan requirements and the anticipations
of the country- trade, and put them into store
for export. There is no fixed rule as to how
many shall be stored, but it seems that the
committee's modus operandi is that when
the market is lagging and a surplus exists
-on the sale day it requests the agents to
keep from the market, may be, 1,000 dozen,
particularly if the quantity of eggs coming
forward is declining. These eggs are stored
for periods varrying up to six weeks, and
are rationed on to the market according to
the quantities coming forward.

Mfr. F. C. L. Smith: Are they sold as
fresh eggs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
What happens under the new regulations
of two years ago is that no eggs can be
offered for sale unless they have been
graded and candled to show they arc in-
fertile, in which case they do not deteriorate
when held in store for ninny weeks at the
correct temperature.

Mr. Cross: That is provided the tempera-
ture is right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I mentioned that. When stored at the cor-
rect temperature there is very' little
4lterioration. With the export season
operating, which returns to the producer a
price of about 1s. a dozen, the export and
local market prices are almost identical.
When export eggs return to the producer
Is, a dozen the local market price, allowing
for all agency' charges and necessary storage,
is about Is. 24. a dozen. That system has
enabled the voluntary committee to keep a
regular price throughout the export season
witbout any fluctuations, over many weeks,
in the city and suburban retail shops. One
remarkable thing is that the stabilisation
committee has beeni able to convince the
ag ents actually to pay for the eggs lifted
from the market and put into store.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7390 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was mentioning that the existing stabili-
sation committee has made an arrangement
with the agents handling eggs to deduct 2/2d.
a dozen, and that all collections are paid to
the voluntary egg stabilisation committee.
That 1/2d. a dozen pays the administration
costs, the cost of storage and the quality
losses. Alter eggs have been in store for
six weeks or periods approaching six weeks,
they are regraded and recandled to deter-
mine whether any deterioration has taken
place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why should not they
be dated?9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is an obvious reason why they should
not be.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is an obvious
reason why they should be. It is done in
other places.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The reason is that if' eggs bearing date the
29th October went into store onl that date
and came out four wveeks later with eggs
dated the 30th October, 1st November, 2nd
November, 3rd November, 4th November,
and 5th November, all of them equally' fresh,
all of them equally good, and were bought
by retailers and placed in the one basket,
many, questions would be raised by pur-
chansers about their buying eggs a mionth old,
and they would be endeavomaringl to pick out
from thie storekeeper's supplies eggs that
were a week old, and would be questioning
the value and freshness and (quality of eggs
which would be equally good even though
they were a month old.

leoa. C. G. Lathm,: Wh'ich would vou
rather have?

Thme -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU'RE:
There is no differenve at all. Eggs that vre
onl the water now will arrive in Englo md in
a condition quite equal to that of eggs which
will be laid next week.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But not as good as
the eggs produced in England.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am endeavourilg to showl that eggs oil the
water-and there are thousands of cases
from this State-will arrive in England after
being tested here to prove their infertility,
to show there is 110 disease, breakdown or
black rot in them, and will not be distinm-
cuishable from the eggs that will be laid
next week. So there is an obvious reason
for not dating them. If eggs laid today
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-were branded with today's date there would
be a lot of trouble and misunderstanding,
and housewives would question the quality
of the eggs at the time of purchase. When
.eggs are lifted from the market to be stored
for a period of weeks, it is obviously un-
desirable that when they return to the mar-
ket in a fit and fresh condition, perfect for
human consumption, there should be any
4question of their quality or freshness.

Hon. X. Keenan: How long could they
stay in storeq

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULT17IE:
Three months without any difficulty if the
-egg is in good condition at the time of stor-
ing; as a matter of fact, for many mondis.
I say three mouths because in tests mnade
by the C.S.I.R. there was not .1 per cent. of
breakdown in eggs properly handled. If
stored at the right temperature they can
be kept for lengthy periods.

Hon. C. G. Latbanm: But there is a rapid
breakdown afterwards.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tlhe reason why commercial poultry pro-
-ducers market infertile eggs is because of
the keeping quality of such eggs. Most of
the eggs marketed today arce infertile. The
sexes are nut mixed; the hens lay infertile
,eggs, and the best commercial egg is infer-
tile. That is the practice of the commercial
producers. That will explain to the Leader
of the Opposition the obvious reason why
it would be detrimental to the producer,
without any benefit to the retailer or eon-
suiner, if there was anoy insistence on the
dating of the eggs.

An examination of this Bill shows thtat it
,contains no power to acquire egs. N
power is given to the committee, which is
to he a statutory authority undtir the niec
sure, for any form of Acquisition, but ill
the present Act there is power to acquire
eggs and deal in them and do all maniner
of things that acquisition permits. All the
power sought to be taken under this Bill is
to lift the surplus eggs from the mar-
ket. It could not interfere with ex-
port eggs. One very peculiar arrange-
nient, which I mentioned before tea, is that
which the committee has been able to impose
on the agents, namely, that the agents
pay for the eggs lifted from the mar-
ket. At present, the agents are re-
sponsible for about £35,000 worth of eggs
in store in Perth. The agents have paid
the purchasers for them and are financing

themi. At thie moment there is very serious
shipping, difficulty, anid u conference held in
Sydney yesterday, of which we have some
advice, suggests that the future is not very
clear in respect to the egg export position.
It may be that action will have to be taken,
either through the Rural Credits Branch of
the Commonwealth Bank or some other
authority, to relieve the agents of the big
responsibility they have uindertaken in finan-
cing the eggs that are stored. I do not know
what authority was used or what explanation
was given to the agents by the voluntary
egg stabilisation committee to convince them
that they should handle the eggs in store and
finance them. The fact remains that they
have clone so.

At meetings held twice a week, the agents
decide just what quiantities, are to be lifted
from thle miarket and placed in store. Under
the system operatinig with the voluntary
schemep, they fix the price to be charged.
Anyone, no matter what quantity he pur-
chases, may buy eggs at the price decided
upon. They avoid entirely violent fluctna-
tions. But it is hard for me to see what
safeguard is to be provided against the main-
tenance of an unduly high price. For ex-
ample, uinder the system nowv operating, this
committee is very active during the export
season. It takes from the market tremen-
dous quantities of eggs, stores them, rations
themn back on to the market and finds addi-
tional markets in the country. But when
eggs reach half-a-crown a dozen the commit-
tee is very inactive, and the only time it
operates during a period of high prices is
when there is a considerable influx of eggs
Onl the market and a likelihood of a drop,
say, from half-a-crown to Is. 9d. a dozen.
Theii the surplus eggs are lifted from the
market to maintain the price, or allow the
prie to recede more slowly than would be
thle ease if the whole of the eggs on the
market were offered at the time.

I want to know what safeguard there is
to prevent an unduly high price being main-
tained over a lengthy period. It can be
argued that if anl unduly high price were at-
temipted with the restricted markets offering,
which must have eggs at all times, competi-
tion for the trade between the agents would
bring the price hack through undercutting
methods to the normal level. What I am
concerned about is this: Is there a danger
during that period of the consumer being
exploite~d?
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That is the system obtaining at present.
So far as I can see, there is nothing this
Bill would permit that does not now operate.
To some extent I am satisfied that this Bill
does. not confer on either the present corn-
mnittee or any authority to be sct up
by the measure more powers than the
committee has used in at voluntary
way. It is very significant that with-
in the halfpenn 'y, the stabilisation com-
mittee is able to finance the storage,
take the surplus eggs froml the market, pay
administration costs and pay for the losses
in quality, Under the Bill it is proposed
to charge not more than I per cent. which
is, if the committee gets control of all the
eggs, approximately one-eighth of a penny
a dozen. Therefore it seems that the indus-
try will, without increasing the price, pay
for the stabilisation of the commodity under
this scheme. I hare examined the Bill very
closely from that angle and cannot see that
the consumers will he imposed upon by the
levy of 1 per cent., and I cannot sec-ex-
cepting onl the point just raised] -when eggs
are, expensive-that the consumers are likely
to be exploited.

There is no quota for export. T would
like the hion. member to explain to me--I
have not been able to ascertain the particu-
lars for myself-what rule governs the quan-
tity lifted from the markets for export.
There are, I think, only seven or eight
agents but they will be able to decide what
the price is to be, what quantities the trade
can consume, and decide the quantities that
are to go into store for export. Those
agents i buying outright and paying the
producers; for their eggs are entitled to cer-
tain costs and charges. I want to know from
the hion. member how the agents finance their
purchases and the storing- onl a falling
market, What is the agreement, if there is
one, between the committee and the agents?
Is the committee satisfied that the charges
made are comparable with the costs incurred ?
There must he a margin somewhere to enable
them to run the risk of handling this -oml-
modity, paying for it, and not be up for
tremendous sums if the market falls unduly.
I should like to have s;ome figures on the
point.

The House is entitled to know 'what is the
present arrangement which enables the volun-
tary egg stabilisation committee to induce
the agents to operate as they do, and who
fixes the charges imposed. No one is; forced

to export, no one fixe" the quality, and al-
though export eggs- return to the producer
about Is. per dozen, during the export sea-
soil the price to the consumer varies hardly
at all. Just at present the agents have
about 035,O00 worth of eggs in store with
very little shipping in sight. The Depart-
inent of Agriculture to-day had a telephone
ring from Sydney in respect to the serious-
ness of the position. We hare been en-
deavouring to make sure that this State,
because of our predominant export position,
has the first egg-drying plant within Aus-
tralia, made available to it. For weeks we
have been pressing for that. England, it
was rumoured a week or two agu, was Wt
refuse further quantities of eggs in the
shell mainly because of transport and apace
difficulties and lack of refrigerating space
the other end.

It may be necessary for Western Australia,
iii order to maintain its export trade posi-
tion, to export dried eggs only. To do that
quite an expensive plant is necessary. It
is very herd to obtain one, and we under-
stand that those that will be made available
to Australia are to comec from China. We
have been pressing very herd through Corn-
mnonwealth channels to have the first one
operating in this State. Our position ig
much worse in respect to eggs, and the quan-
tity consumed locally and the quantity ex-
ported, than it is with regard to butter. We
export 25 to 30 per cent. of our butter
production, but export from 70 to 75 per
cent, of our eggs during the export season.
So it is with aill the States. Strangely
enough the butter season is not identical
in all the States-where wve. bare a flash
winter season, Queensland, for example, a
big dairying State, has a flush summer season.
It is a State of summer rains. In Queens-
land the scare ity of butter occurs in the
winter. Our flush period is in the winter
and spring months. With eggs, I do not
know by what arrangement it occurs but
the hens atll lay together.

The Premier: It is the springtime.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The export season for eggs and the flush
season for eggs is the same for all the States.
There is no chance of interstate, trade to
relieve the position, but there is a chance of
interstate trade. bringing chaotic eonditio,
into the egg industry. We know from ex-
perience what a neighbouring State does in
unloading tremendous surpluses into a mart-
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ket which rightly should be ours. There is
little more T desire to say on the matter.
It seems to me that the levy to be imposed
nder the Bill will bring in between £2,000
and £2,500 per annum. Whether that will
he sufficient for the operations of the com-
mnittee, if appointed statutorily, I do not
k-now. I understand that its present ex-
penses are much less than that.

It seems to me that 1 per eent.-I am
basing this on our production during the
whole year-or 'A8d. per dozen will bring
in the revenue I have mentioned. 1 cannot
see much ehne of imposing a charge or an
unduly high charge on the consumer, nor do
I see much imposition in the fact that the
spread of price or the average of the prices
does not materially impose an average
higher charge. I can see very little fault with
that proposal, for one reason that it does not
-extend by legislative authority what is now
being done voluntarily by the committee.
There is one frailty I can see, and I do not
like it, namely the provision for the vesting
of the assets of the existing committee in
the board, if the board he constituted. What
about the liabilities of the committee?

Mr. Cross: 'They will be taken over, I
think.

The INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I want some explanation on that point, and
desire to know what are the liabilities of the
committee. There is mention in the specific
clause of vesting- the assets in the commit-
tee, but there is no mention of the liabilities
of that body. That point requires some ex-
planation.

Mr. Cross: It is intended that they shall
be taken over.

The IMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
With the proviso that I am satisfied on the
points I have raised-I hope the hon. inem-
her has taken a note of themi-I do not at
this stage intend to oppose the second readl-
ing.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad-
*journed.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Couincil's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendment No. 2, to which the Assembly

had disagreed, but that it had agreed to re-
turn its amendment No. Ij with enk alterna-
tive amendment thereto.

BILL-PERTH DENTAL HOSPITAL
LAND.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd October.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [7.551: The
need for this Bill arises from the fact that
under the Perth Hospital Act, 1934, the
Perth Dental Hospital Board and the West-
ern Australia College of Dental Science were
given authority to dispose of the site they
had in their possession in Pier-street, for
the purpose of purchasing a more suitable
site. I understand that apart from a num-
her of features which would be associated
wiith such a move, it is generally desirable
to have a southern aspect f or a hospital of
this nature. As the Minister for Lands
pointed out, a site was ultimately selected
in Wellington-street, where the hospital was
built.

The proceeds of the sale of the ground
in Pier-street were devoted to the purchase
of the land in question, and the balance of
the money was allocated to the cost of the
building that was erected on the new site.
In view of the constitutioni of the two sep-
arate boards controlling two separate en-
tities, it became obvious that not only was
it necessary but logical that the land in
this instance should he vested in the appro-
p-riate authority, that authority being the
Perth Dental Hospital Board. The board
which controls the activities of this body
comprises five members, and has taken over
all equipment and plant and is providing aii
admirable service to the public.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: Does it not repre-
sent both bodies?

Mr. SHEARN: They are functioning un-
der separate constitutions. The passing of
the Bill will facilitate the legal transfer of
the piece of round in question from the
joint ownership to the appropriate auth-
ority, namely, the Perth Dental Hospital
Board. I am, sure the House will appre-
ciate the obvious necessity for this and will
approve of the transfer to wvhich the Min-
ister referred. I support the second read-
ing.

On motion by Mr. Needlham, debate ad-
journed.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

in Committee of Supply.

Resumed frozm the previous day; Mr.
Marshall. i the Chair.

Vote-Agriculture, £9G,937 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.38J: I an,
interested i the E stimates relating to
the Department of Agriculture. I had hoped
to hear from the Minister that the princi-
pal fruit officer was to be sent overses
to get in touch With more modern condi-
dions than perhaps prevail here. When one
realises what has been done in California
and British Columbia in respect of
fruit production and marketing, it seems
that we arc wrong to sit down quietly and
indicate satisfaction concerning the know-
ledge we may have of production, whereas
our object should be to seek suich informa-
tion as is available in other countries.

As one travels through Malaya, Java
and other places in what is known as the
Far East we have a splendid oppor-
tunity to observe the enterprise shown
by our friends of the United States.
Western Australia and indeed Australian
products, while known to some extent, cer-
tainly do not compare in point of view of
publicity with the products which come
from the United States. Our country is
nearer to Malaya and we should do far
better than we do. We should scud our
leading men abroad. If the principal horti-
culturist connected with the department
were given an opportunity to visit California
and British Columbia and other parts of
Canada it would be time and money well
spent.

Mr. Seward: Do you think we derived
much bcnofit from the trip made by the
Commissioner of Railways?

Mr. SAMPSON: I recall that a formcr
Comm issioner of Mkain Roads went round the
world. It is generally admitted that ho
returned with considerable knowledge with
respect to equipment, methods of work and
-o on, of which he would have been unable
to take advantage had he not with his own
eyes viewed what was being done in other
countries. The same thing may be said in
respect to daifrying. The wonderful Province
of Ontario is well worth a short visit of
inspection. If the leaders of this country
were to recognise that we are not in the

position of having the last word of know-
ledge in respect to production we would he
all the better for the fact. We are very
backward in many ways.

Mr. Thorn: That is a wonderful way of
getting rid of surplus revenue!

MrI. SAMPSON: No, not of getting rid
of surplus revenue, but getting rid of sur-
plus production. That is the point. Leaders
in California send their ambassadors
throughout the world and the export of
canned goods . of fresh or RW apples,
oranges and other products is almost stag-
gering. The methods adopted to render it
possible for fruit and vegetables to he ex-
ported are well worth consideration. In
fact, it is essential that we should give
consideration to them. I remember that
when I was in California and had an oppor-
tunity to view some smalU portion of that
State I was greatly impressed with the pro-
duction being undertaken. There was one
particular farm that produced celery and
it was sent away, not only by truck load,
but also by train load. The area utiused
for that production was not less than 3,000
acres, It seems almost incredible. But thme
people of California had to find a inarket,
and they spared no effort in doing so. Our
production, I know, is comparatively simall,
lbut we should give other countries credit
for knowing something of this matter and,
as I have stated, the expense of sendintr our
principal officer away to learn the methods.
adopted by other countries would be well
incurred. The retention of old methods is
no good nowadays. We have to realise
there is not a queue of people waiting on
a foreign wharf for a boat to come in with
vegetables or fruit. Arrangements muist he-
made b.) the representative of a country
before a market is established and mnain-
tained.

What i.6 said in regard to fruit might well
be said in regard to butter and cheese also-
We have wonderfully fertile land and op~por-
tunities to produce a great deal more than
we have a market for. Consequently a
market should he sought. For as long as
this- State bas been engaged in production
that production has been in the nature of'
a lottery. There is no definite price for
products, no certain market. I hope the-
'Minister will give consideration to this
aspect, thereby providing an opportunity
for increased planting, production and mar-
keting. Someone may say we arc at war
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and the position is %-cry dillicult. We are
aware of that. The arguments I have
advanced were equally true long before the
war began and there is no reason why we
should not export more canned goods and
more dried fruits, or why we should not
take advantage of the markets lying so near
to ourtdoors.

I urge the Minister to give consideration
to the appointment of a citriculturist. I
have mentioned this on a previous occasion.
It is futile to imagine that the individual
grower can deal efficiently with all the
troubles that affect citrus fruit. There are
special difficulties, and the only way in which
this p)roblem can ho properly tackled is by
the appointment of an expert who can
hanndle the matter and help those who depend
on their orange groves for % living.
There is perhaps no better land in the world
-California hans none-than in Western
Australia for the production of citrus, and
it is time we took advantage of the oppor-
tunities that are at hand. I need not tell
the Minister of the difficulties that exist in
regard to citrus production in this State.
We know that there is a very serious disease
,called water spot. The difficulty of dealing-
with it and finding a remedy for it is causing
growers much anxiety.

Once more it might be said that we should
be able to arrange for the exchange of wvheat
or fruit thereby enabling both parties-those
who produce wheat and those who produce
fruit-to secure some advantage. The posi-
tion today is that this cannot be done. I do
not know if there is any really impossible
situation. I certainly think there should he
an opportunity for such an exchange. Re-
verting to citrus fruit for a moment, I think
we will see ia the near future, if shipping
is maintained, the importation of consider-
able quantities of grape fruit from Palestine.
There is absolutely no justification for that
because this country can produce all the
grape fruit needed. In fact, it could pro-
duce grape fruit in sufficient quantities to
supply some other market. I leave the matter
for the Minister's consideration and I hope-

The 'Minister for Agriculture: You have
not mentioned the fruit fly vet.

Mr. SAMPSON: There may be an oppor-
tunity to deal with that on another occa-
sion. I know the Minister has a guilty feel-
ing about the fruit fly, but it was not my
intention to deal with it under this heading.

The Minister for Agriculture: If inter-
jections were not disorderly I would say
something to you.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Chairman is exer-
cising some consideration for the Minister
and he is not going to object to an innocent
little interjection. An interjection or two
would be very helpful to me and I would
be glad to have one or two more. I think
the matter of the fruit fly has been aired so
often that until the Minister himself resur-
rects it or ventilates it, the position might be
allowed to continue. I hope the time will
never come when it will he possible for any-
one truthfully to say that the Agricultural
Department has been the best friend the
fruit fly has ever had. That has been
stated.

'fie Minister for Agriculture: It is an
obsolute untruth!

Mr. SAMNPSON: It is not an untruth
that such a statement has been believed to
be a fact. The fruit fly could be dealt with;
there are remedies for it. I daresay the
Minister reads the fruitgrowers' papers that
come from New South Wales and Queens-
land. If he does, he will find in the
"Queensland Producer" some matter which
relates to the efficient handling of fruit fly,
and efficient handling means that the fruit
fly is under control.

The Minister for Agriculture: Is it the
same fruit fly?

Mr.. SAMPSON: There are two types of
fly in Queensland; they are both bad. I
do not know that the fly has caused any
anxiety in Carnarvon yet, though it was
stated some years ago that it attacked
bananas that were growing in the north of
New South Wales.

MNr. Thorn: It could not live there; it
would be starved out.

Mr. SAMPSON; I am, hopeful it will
never find a host in the bananas of the Gas-
coyne. In passing I would say how pleased
we all are that the quality of Carnarvon
bananas has improved so much. There is
no doubt that on many occasions the price
in Perth for Carnarvon bananas has been
higher than that for the Java product.
There is a reason for that. Growers have
given full consideration to, and have spared
no expense at Carnarvon in producing good
fruit. The underground river has been
utilised in order to provide the necessary
Wanter-
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A visit to the banana plantations near
Carnarvon presents an amazing spectacle
and is a source of great satisfaction. While
there I saw a pump operating in the bed of
a stream where there was no indication
whatever of any water, yet it was discharg-
ing 25,000 gallons every hour. Of course
it had tapped the underground Rtream. I
imagine that the Carnarvon district iq well
over the threshold of a succcs%ful produc-
tive period that I trust will long- continue.
I certainly hope that the fruit fly, to which
the thoughts of the 'Minister have turned
tonight, will never cause trouile there. If
ever it does I am afraid lie will not be
entirely innocent of responsibility, because
any effort made will not be too great to
ensure that the fly has no opportunity to
find a host in that district.

I again stress the hope that the Govermi-
event will give serious consideration to the
appointment of a citriculturist. T will not
cease my advocacy of that step until I
secure my objective. There is certainly no
justification for any' effort to burke dis-
cussion onl such a subject by a flippant
reference to fruit fly. A citriculturist is
needed. Queensland and New South Wales
each has such an officer and Western Aims-
tralia, producers citrus fruit equal to that
which is grown in either Queensland or New
South Wales. Citrus here may he equally
subject to disease. Will the Minister con-
sider this matter? I trust he will.

I have said here frequently that in mny

opinion the Minister has todaly too much
work to attend to. If he could leave sonice
of his Ministerial tasks for a few minutes,
lie might succeed in persuading the( Trea-
.surer to take a couirse of action that is really
desirable, if not essential. If he did that
in tile interests of the citrus growiers and
appointed a eitricultarist, then indeed I
should have cause to feel thankful mid I
would not be backward in expresing my
-ratitude.

MR. WITHERS (lBunbury) [8.18]: 1
desre to add my mneed of appreciation of the
work of the Department of Agriculture
which has been and always will be of great
importance in the development of Western
Australia. I appreciate what has been done
by the departmental officers for year., past
anid more particularly during recent years.
I amu indeed pleased to compliment the Ifm-
ister and the Governmnent uponl the appoint-

ment of 3Mr. Baron Hay as Under Secretary
for Agriculture. That appointment was a
compliment not only to Mr. Hay but re-
flected credit onl the State as well. To think
that a man who received practically the
whole of his education, agricultural and
otherwise, in Western Australia, has been
elevated to his present high position is a
niatter of great satisfaction.

The department is very fortunate in having
a man of capacity like Mre. Baron Hay at
its head. During my association with Par-
liament I have frequently come into contact
wvith him, and from the time when he was
a junior officer until today he has been al-
ways courteous and obliging. One never
felt diffident in approaching him for assist-
anIce and advice, and I regaUrd him as a
wonderful asset to the department.

Mr. Sampson: Ile is a good practical-
minded man.

Mr. WITHERS: As the Minister men-
tioned when introducing his departmental
Estimates, he has under him a staff of offi-
cers of which we may well be proud. While
onl that subject I would like to mention that
this morning I had the privilege of reading
a letter from one of the officers of the Agri-
cultural Department who is now serving in
Syria. In a letter to his brother lie supplied
quite a lot of data regarding what he des-
cribed as the Jewish Agency of the Pales-
tine Agricultural Research Station. This
officer secured special leave for a day in
order to pay a visit to the research station.
Trhat shows, that although engaged upon war
duties hie has sufficient interest in agriculture
to make inquLiries associated with his depart-
mental work with particular reference to
his special line of study. The officer is Mr.
Gerald Throssell, B.Sc. in Agriculture. His
letter is most interesting and in referring- to
his visit to the research station he said-

In launching out upon such a huge land
mettlement scheme they wisely decided to set up
a research station to investigate the many prob-
flnis confronting these strangers in a stranige
land.

As a matter of fact, this research station has
been in operation for over 20 years, and the
amount of work carried out there has been a
revelation. Mr Throssell pointed out that
seven buildings have been erected similar
to the large agricultural hui~ing in conn-
tion with the UnivePrsity at Crawley. They
are described as "the seven pillars of wis-
dom." In the course of his letter M~r.
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Throssell set out what is done in the
seven different departments, each compris-
ing two sections known as A and B. He
went on to say in his letter-

There is a great deal that I can learn regard-
ing what they are doing and have done. The

teclinique will be of immense value to Western
Australia.

Members wvill see that dluring the time hie
has been in Palestine he has been taking
steps to increase his knowledge, and I am
sure that the material he will secure will be
of value to this State when hie returns. An-
other interesting point hie made was that
the director in charge of the research station
is an Australian. He pointed out that the
difference between the research station there
and those he visited in England and in Aus-
tralia was twofold, in that the Jewish re-
search station has the dual functions of
research and extension. He explained that
research work is carried out much as is done
at the University here, but under their ex-
tension system field officers are sent out to
instruct the people concerned in agriculture
there.

On the other hand, here fhe research
work is done at the University and the re-
sults handed on to the Agricultural Depart-
meat for dissemination amongst those seek-
ing assistance. 'Mr. Throssell pointed out
that iii Australia we rightly have a resew-ci'
complex, but he also thinks that wre should
bare the necessary staff to "put it over," so
to speak. Mr. Throssell has been interested
in the method adopted regarding the gerinin-
atien of the lupin seed. He ment'ouicc that
the species used there is what I think is
known as the German pink va riety' . which is
somewhat similar to the garden lapin to be
seen in and around Perth. Over there they
put the seed into a shed and moisten it so
a& to secure quicker gerniinat~ion oin lalt-
ing. Mr. Throssell intends to get exact
data regarding that phase and also informa-
tion regarding clovers and lucerne. I am
pleased to think that one of our depart-
mental officers has been prepared to devote
so much of his spare time to carrying out
such investigations, and I hope the Minister
will appreciate his efforts.

During the debates on the Lands Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Department. I
have been interested to hear the re-
marks of miembers not directly asso-
ciated with the South-West. I am glad
that they at last recognise what a

wonderful asset we have there. I have
drawn attention to the fact for many years
past. The member for Guildford-Midland
remarked on the wondsrfnl development of
pastures between Perth andl Bunbury. That
is quite true. I could show the member for
Guildford-'Midland similar conditions much
further afield. In my experience I have
noticed the remarkable change. When one
looked out through the carriage windows
along the railway line 15 years ago or
noticed the country along the roadside, there
did not seem mutch hope for production in
many parts. Today, wherever one looks, for
mile upon mile wonderful pastures are to
be seen, even in tile rough scrub country.
Everywhere the stock is in fine condition.
Last week I had the privilege of meeting
one of the most prominent farmers in South
Australia, and he told me hie was pleased to
be introduced to me because he had just
returned from a tour through the South-
West where he had been greatly struck by
the pastures and stock and the possibilities
of agricultural development there.

lieu. %V. D. Johnson: Did hie travel be-
tween IBunbury and Capel, and along- that
road ?

Mr. W~ITH1ERS: I do not know that be
did. Ile travelled right through the South-
WVest to Albanyv, and thence back to Perth.
Coining to the question of the member for
fIuildford-Mlidland as to that direction, I
have said in this Chamber in days gone by
that. had it not been for the advice and
information we obtained from the Agricul-
tural Department, the South-West would
never have come into its own. The depart-
ment has made discoveries of wonderful
benefit to the South-West and to Western
Australia. In introducing these Estimates.
the iMinister pointed out what had been
achieved in connection with the growth of
potatoes through scientific discoveries.
Those discoveries can be and will be ex-
tended.

The member for fiuildford-Midland
seems desirous of reviving the question as
to the land between Vifle Range race-
course and the Capel turn-off to Stratham.
Driving- along the road one does se
a fair area of uncultivated land by the
roadside, hut without going miles off the
road one strikes excellent farms. The hill-
sides along the road may not show culti-
vation, and on the west there is no devel-
opment at all; but on the east side, going
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beyond the first bridge, one findg farm
after farm with a wonderful growth of
pasture right through to Bayanup--mile
after mile of excellent pasture, and not a
vacant farm. There is only one little
strip on the 'right hand side-

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: And on the lef t,
too!

Mr. WITHERS: If thle member for
(iuildford-Midland will travel a mile or u
mile and a half further back, he will find
excellent land being developed.

Hon. WV. Di. Johnson: The hion. member
will agree that it looks bad from the road.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Bun-
bury had better address the Chair and
make his own speech.

Mfr. WITHERS: I thought it necessary,
S ir, to reply to some of the remarks made
by the member for Guildford-Midland.
What I have spoken of is only a small
patch of arable land, or possibly arable
land. It is not land that attracts. Persons
with small capital would have difficulty in
establishing* themselves on that land with
pasture sufficient to run stock.

Hfon. W. D. Johnson: Redguni is found
there.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, and elsewhere.
There is a lot of redgum at Abba River.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No.
Mr. WITHERS: Yes. I have very little

of Abba River in my electorate. The por-
tion that is in my electorate is known as
Ruahon, v-ery similar land to that in
the Abba River district, as Stated by
the member for Guildford-Midland last
night. Most of the settlers on the north
side of the Nannup railway are the original
settlers. There was one abandoned place,
and a man who had been a group foreman
took it up. Only a very small area of that
type of land is found until one comes to
Hillgreen in the Sussex electorate. On the
Nannup-road again there is agricultural land.
Of the inferior class of country mentioned
by the member for Cudldford-Mfidland last
night there is comparatively very little. One
could not possibly condemn the whole dis-
trict on that account. I appreciate a mem-
ber who fries to further the progress of
the South-West, but I1 do think he should
have got somewhere nearer the facts. The
member for Sussex, living nearer to that
area than I do, knows that the drainage
into the Abba River runs into the Vasse

Estuary, and that there is no possible chance
of salt water coming uip the Abba River-
Any water that may have tome hack from
the Sussex drainage. woula be f rom the
other side of Busselton, where the water
drainsi directly into the sea.

On the fringe of the Abba River settle-
ment there was one of our best dairymen-
he has gone back to the war now-and he
used to exhibit Jersey stock at the Royal
Show and take prizes there and also at
shows throuighout the South-West. With the
aid of the Agricultural Department over the
years since group settlemelnt WAS founded,
the South-West has come into its own. Any
monley expended at that time and considered
to he lost has not been lost. The experi-
ment has proved expensive, but nevertheless
we arc now obtaining results from it. The
countr-y between Capel and Boyanup was
once looked upon as very light country that
would not grow wheat or potatoes, and
therefore was not worth taking up fronm
an agricultural point of view. Somc of thi.
dairymen now there, and on not very large
holdings, are milking up to 180 cows, all
on pasture and not hand-fed at any period
of the year. We have plenty of dairymen
with 100 cows. I recall when the Minister
for Works; was M1inister for Agriculture
and toured the South-West about 16 years
ago. The former Minister for Agriculture
said, "We shall be able to judge the pros-
i1erits of the people in this district by the
numuber of cows they milk." That is actually
what is being done today. We know the finl-
ancial positi~on of a fanner there by the num-
ber of cows, he milks. I 'rose chiefly to add
my awved of appreciation to the Agricultural
Department for the good work it has done
in the past and is doing now.

MR. WU1 LMOTT (Sussex) [8.401 : I
feel I must congratulate the Minister oni
the manner in which lie introduced these
Estimates. The member for Bunbury stated
that the South-WNest has come into its own
and is holding its own and will always hold
its own. I believe I can say-though I am
prepared to stanmd corrected by the Minis-
ter, if necessary-that at least 95 per cent.
of the settlers there are paying full interest
to the Agricultural Bank today. This goes
to prove that we have the right class of
settlers in our district, and that they are
doing moderately well. Repayments of prin-
cipal are even being made by a percentage
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of them. Portion of the South-West has been
run down considerably by the member for
Guildford-Midland.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:* I protest, Mr.
Chairman. I must ask that that remark be
withdrawn. I did not run down the South-
West. I eulogised the South-West. I ran
down only the coffee rock portion of it.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think there
was anything unbecoming. If the lion. mem-
her insists upon a withdrawal of the words,
he can have it.

Mr. WILLMQTT: I referred to a portion
of the South-West. It is the Abba River
portion, about which the member for Guild-
ford-Midland was talking last night. I would
like the hion. member to see the Abba River
country today. It is evidently many years
since he went through it. The area is hold-
ing its own now, and doing remarkably
well. There we have some of the finest pas-
tures to be found in the South-West, and
also some of the finest farmer;, and they
are doing well. Where did the hon. member
get the idea that coffee rock is the only pro-
duct of Abba River? I do not know.

Hion. W. D. Johnson: I know where it is.
Mr. WILLMOTT: The hon. member said

the best part of that country 'was lost when
the drains were put in. I have said here
frequently that portions of the South-West
have been over-drained. Those portions,
however, badly needed draining. As for salt
water coming up the Abbe River, I abso-
lutely deny any such suggestion because the
Abba. River runs into the Yasse Estuary and
at the mouth of the estuary there are flood-
gates which prevent the salt water from en-
tering, the estuary. So no salt water can
possibly get into the Abba River-nione
Whatever.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I said the salt
water came up the artificial drains.

Mr. WILLMOTT: All the artificial drain-
ing was drained into thie Abba River, and
the Abba River runs into the estuary. We
all know that the South-West is doing re-
markably well.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!
'Mr. WILLMOTT: I wish to mention one

or two points having reference to dairying.
The 'Minister stated that among our main
troubles are shipping andi storage for the
export of our butter, the principal product
of the South-West. We fully realise that,
but I hope that an effort will be made to
convert some of our present factories. There

are two in my district. possibly we could
convert one of those into a condensed milk
factory, or perhaps we could connect the
cheese factory to the present butter factory,
thus overcoming the difficulty of too inuch.
butter. Powdered milk and condensed milk
may also be manufactured in that district,
and this would help to overcome the difficulty.
I suggest thet the right centre for a con-
densed milk factory would be Cowaramup,
because I understand milk must not be
carted a great distance if it is to be used
in the manufacture of cheese or condensed
milk. The factory would then be situated
in a thickly populated centre, one of the
finest in my electorate. The establishment
of such a factory would help to solve the
problem of our surplus butter, which can-
not lie exported now not only because of
lack of refrigerated space in ships but
also because of the scarcity of ships.

I congratulate the ML-inister upon having
made provision in these Estimates for the
furthcr investigation of falling disease,
although the amount provided has been
cut in half, As the Minister said last
night the trouble has eased, but consider-
able difficulty has been experienced during
the last 12 or IS months. There are still
odd cases, hut Dr. Tcaklc and officers of
the AgIricultural Department arc doing
excellent work in stamping out the disease.
We arc also aware of the advantages of the
DenmLark lick and of the copper cobalt mix.-
ture. The use of the copper mixture for top-
dressing the land has proved most benefic-
ial. I assure the M1inister that the settlers;
greatly appreciate the assistance rendered
to them in this connection by the officers.
of the Agricultural Department. A crying
need in my electorate is veterinary sur-
geons. A capable veterinary surgeon was
stationed in my district; but, unfortun-
ately' as the MI~inister is aware and as I
have ]mentioned previously in this Chain-
her, that surgeon left the State, I think
to go to Fiji.

The Minister for Agriculture: Three of
the four outside men have been called up
for military service.

MAr. WILLMNOTT: I know there is a
shortage. One is stationed at Bunbury and
he occasionally visits our district. I shall
refer to another matter which I think has
been considered by the Minister and was
mentioned last night by the member for
Nelson, and that is an agricultural college

1561)
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for the South-West. I have brought this
matter up each year on these Estimates.
The South-West district is entitled to an
agricultural college. There are two in the
wheat belt, one at Narrogin and another at
Mluresk. Many of our lads attend the
Muresk ('allege; but in my opinion the
young men brought up in the South-West
should finish their training there, so that
they may obtain accurate knowledge of
farming methods in the South-West. I
personally have not been to the Mlurcak
College, but farming principles in the South-
West differ from those in the wheat belt.

I am also pleased that experiments have
been conducted in tobacco growi .ng in a
portion of try electorate, the Karridale
area. I feel certain, as the Minister pointed
out last night, that we have good tobacco
country from Karridale to 'Manjimup. Some
of the settler% have grown a few leaves for
experimients] purposes at -Warner Glen and
in the Nillup district, and have done remark-
ably well. Much of that country will grow
excellent tobacco. The flax industry has
been started in this State b 'y the Agricultural
Department. The industry is one which will
help the State along a great deal. I feel
sure that the settlers will be able to grow flax
at a good profit after the wvar. I congratu-
late the Mlinister and his officers on all the
assistance they have rendered to the settlers
in the South-West district-T will not say
all the assistance-

The Premier: Oh no!

Mr. WILLMOTT: -but a fair propor-
tion of the assistance to which they are
entitled.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) 18.52]: 1
shall be brief in my remarks. I join with
the member for RunhurY in congratulating
the Minister on the wvork he has put in
this year. Many of us are aware that it
was a particularly f rying period. I recollect
that towards the close of last session we
brought a deputation to the House which
waited upon the Minister, and asked him
to take action with regard to hay and fodder
supplies. 1 well know the work he put
in on that score. Eventually the rains came
and the position was relieved, but at the
time of which I speak it was very difficult.
In my opinion the Minister's efforts to meet
the hay position were thoroughly justified
by the circumstances then prevailing. Theo
Minister is also to be congratulated upon

what he has done to remedy the difieultieg
of our pastoralists. I was happy to hear
him assure the House that, by some volun-
tary arrangement arrived at between him-
self and the private banking institutions,
something has been done to ease the debt
position of the pastoralists, but I doubt
whether the arrangement is all that we could
wish it to be. I have here a letter which
was sent to me by a man in the country,
and with which he enclosed a copy of a
letter from the Bank of New South Wales.
This extraordinary letter says-

It) view of the difficult times, the bank bas,
decided to ease your load by writing off £500
of' interest. This amount represents part of
interest not previously charged to your account.

Mr. Doney: That would not do the man
a great deal of good, would it,

Mr. BERRY: I may have digressed from
the Estimates, but I want that letter to be
read and understood by the Minister and
members. It would seem that, hidden away
fromt these unfortunate people, is sonme ac-
count which has not previously been charged
uip, but which is jerked out of the limbo of
lost things to be written off as a bad debt.
That is an impious effort on the part of an
impious institution to wvrite down the debts
of people already overloaded with debts to
the institution! At the risk of being thought
redundant, I again congratulate the Minister
upon the excellent work he did last year.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[8.55] :1 do not lay claim to any wide
knowledge of this subject, but some remarks
mamde by the member for Gnildford-Midland
prompt me to say a few words on these
Estimates. The hon. member said that some
remarks of mine were mnade in disparage-
meant of t 'Western Australian product, and
that that disparagement was being exploited
detrimentally against Western Australia by
Eastern States interests. He referred to
the stored wvheat at Fremantle, and said that
I had stated in this Chamber that vermin
was so prevalent there as to give the impres-
sion that Western Australian wheat was in-
fested to such an extent as to be inferior
io wheat produced elsewhere. I hasten to
disclaimt any intention to disparaige a West-
emn Amst-al ian product.

At the some time I am bound to repeat
that the prevalence of weevils in the stored
wheat at' North Fremantle is making living
conditions there intolerable. Whether it is
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that we do not use in this State the same
methods as are used elsewhere to combat
this vermin, I do not know, hut I say that
the presence of the vermin is not of itself
an indication of any inferiority in our pro-
duet. As a matter of fact, it points the
other way. I can readily understand that
the better the quality of the product, the
more likely it is to attract vermin. That
is so with choice garden plants. Whatever
the member for Guildford-Midland may
think about-it, I say agai httevri
is so prevalent at North Fremantle as to
snake the living conditions of the people
there intolerable. It may be that we must
find a method other than those which have
alreadly been tried to deal with the situa-
tion. I propose on another division of the
Estimates to put forward a suggestion as
to what might be dlone to cope with the posi-
tion.

MR. MANN (Beverle ' ) [8.59): A little
while ago an article appeared in the "West
Auistralian" hr 'Mr. C. P. 'Murray, who, I
understand, is sheep adviser to the Agricuil-
tural Bank. He was of opinion that the
farmners should breed sheep so thait the
lambs will drop after Christmas, I have
discussed this very serious miatter with
farmers and stud breeders. The ortho-
dlox method of breeding lambs is to drop
them front April onwards. It has been
proved that there must be greenk feed for
the ewes to produce the milk to sucekle the
lambs. The point is this that the Press
has given publicity to the advice that
by dropping lambs in DorTaniber or January
not so ninny foxes are about, noer are blow-
flies so serious a menace. I reg~ard that as
a very important matteri:. amd so do other
breeders . Sheep-breeding is a scientific job
today, and over the last 25 wars we have
had to contend with many toxic, braxy,
and such like diseases. Int many parts, of
f le State sheep receive two inoculations, a
braxie inoculation, which is very eective.
reduceing mortality to about two per cent.,
and a toxic inoculation which taqkes place
early in thle year.

Veryv wonder-ful work has been dlone by
the scientists who hare solved two problems
whiech had cost this State thousands of
pounds, and I consider it is insanity to ad-
-vise farmers to have lambs dropped in the
very' early part of the year. With some
floeks oecasionally a few lambs arc dropped

in the summer time, but it is difficult to rear
them. Any man who breeds stock will agree
that unless the young lambs have a good
start and develop well, they go back and
it takes probably two years to recover the
lost growth. An essential part of stock
breeding is rapid marketing. Tihat prin-
ciple applies to lambs and pigs, and is the
secret of the husbandry of sheep or stock-
breeding. Very few of the older sheep men
wvill agree with the principle of summer
lambs, but there are many men on the wheat
who are just going in for sheep breeding.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It has been the
practice to a large extent in the wheat
belt.

M1r, MAXN: It is impossible to get
away trom Nature. There is no com-
parison with a lamb dropped in the summer
and one dropped in May. Only one thing
will produce mnilk, and only one thing will
build up the young lamb, calf or foal, and
that is a proper supply of milk from its
own mother. I have been a stud breeder of
sheep and pigs and know that that is so.
I want to congratulate the department on
the good work done by its officers. It has
Ibeeni of great value to this State,
combined with the activities of the
studbr ceder. There arc men in West-
arn Australin today producing, a Won-
derful type of stork, equal to the imported
animal. One of our pig breeders, Mr.
Burgess, of Tipperary, is sending pigs
to Queensland. That is a wonderful
achievemient. 1 hope the Minister will
give consideration to my' remnarks on the
breeding of lambs.

MR, J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) 19.5]:
A matter which has been brought to my no-
tice is the prevalence of noxious -weeds. I
refer particularly to what is called the
"Cavershanm Lily." Some years ag-o the
Noxious Weeds Act was passed in which
were included many noxious weeds. The
Cavershain Lily is deadly lpoisonoiis to
cattle. It is so difficult to eradicate that I
was wondering what the department was
doing about it. TI Bassendean, portions of
Caversham and f urther afield-in the vicinity
of York and other places-it occurs where
cattle are depastured.

MUr Mann: Is that the Cape Tulip 9

Mr. I. HEGEY: Yes. Numbers of stock
hare been poisoned on one propertyv in moy
district. It is a poison deadly to stock.
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Mr. Mann:- Only to starving stock.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It is a serious menace,
and I would like the Minister in reply to
give some indication as to what the depart-
ment is doing in this particular matter, and
in the matter of eradicating noxious weeds
which are a serious menace to stock.

Vote put and passed.

Yote--College of .Agriculture £14,410-
agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL-rRANOMSE.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 23rd October. Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for Jusa-
tice in charge of the Bill.

Clause 9-Claims for enrolment may be
signed on behalf of members of the forces
absent from the State:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was -reported
on this clause, to which the member for West
Perth had moved an amendment-

That in line 1 all the words after the word
"forces" be struck out and the words "or of
tihe Royal Navy or of the Royal Air Force
whose name does not appear on any electoral
roll but who is or becomes eligible to be en,
rolled by virtue of the provisions of this Act
and who if lie had been in the State would ha-ve
been. entitled to hare his name placed on an
eleptoral roll under section eight of this Act
shall, if lie is outside the State on polling day,
and notwithstanding that his name does not
appear on any electoral roll, he entitled to vote
in the manner provided in section eleven of
this Act in the same way in all respects as if
his namne had been enrolled for the electoral
district mentioned in the declaration mnade by
him in accordance with such section" inserted
in lieu.

Mr. McDONALD: The amendment now
before the Chamber relates to the proposal
that the soldier who is abroad may sign a
statutory declaration as to the district in
which he resided prior to enlisting, and that
is to be accepted as equivalent to enrolment.
The Minister correctly stated that if that
amendment were passed it would be incon-
sistent with the scheme of the Bill for mem-
bers of the Forces out of the State to vote
by a proxy in the State. The debate, there-
fore, ha.s ranged over thep broad issue as to
whether there should be a direct vote by a
member of the Forces out of the State, or
whether there should be an indirect vote

through a proxy for such member within the
State. The Premier stated that although
there had been elections in a number of
other States since the outbreak of war, none
of them bad adopted the Commonwealth
method of direct voting by the soldier in the
theatre of war such as is proposed by my
amendment.I

It is still more significant to my mind that
none of these States has adopted the Queens-
land method. They may have decided there
were difficulties in arranging for a direct
vote by soldiers in the various theatres of
war, but equally they decided, apparently,
that there were features in the Queensland
system which were not commendable. The
position can be shortly stated in this way:
The Minister suggested I was trying by
these amendments to displace a system which
had been adopted in Queensland. I am not
trying to displace anything. I am trying to
maintain the system of direct personal vot-
ing which is an essential part of our free
franchise. It is Queensland that of all Bri-
tish Empire countries has broken down the
direct personal vote which is the essential
feature of our democratic system, that heri-
tage which has come down from the British
Reform Act of 1832 when people first got
their direct personal votes. So it is the Mini-
ister, following Queensland's example, who
desires to make Western Australia the sec-
ond British Empire country to break down
the traditional system of the direct personal
vote, and I am here to maintain what has
been the fundamental principle of the fran-
chise system in British Empire countries for
more than 100 years. As people in England
said over 100 years ago when the great
battle that shook England to its foundations
took place for the Reform Act, "We want
the Bill, the whole Bill and nothing hut the
Bill," so also today we who advocate these
amendments say, "'We wvant the vote, the
whole vote and nothing bnt the rote" for the
men who go abroad and stay at home.

We stand by the Reform Act, the institu-
tion of voting which has been the fund amen-
tal principle and the brightest ornament of
the constitution for a hundred years; and,
because one British Empire country has
gone back on that system, we refuse to be a
party to such a departure. It is true that
when men go away to the theatre of war it is
not so easy to give them a direct personal
vote, but if we once support the proxy sys-
tern of voting under which a man on leaving
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the State can sign a power of attorney for
someone to vote for binm at election;, we
start an innovation the end of which it is
difficult to foresee. Many men, apart from
soldiers, and many women have occasion to
leave the State for reasons of health and a
hundred other reasons almost as compelling
as those which cause soldiers to go away in
time of war. Are they to sign a power of
attorney when they go away for two, three
or four years? If a man is sent away on
public business, is he to sign a proxy? Are
those who ret the proxy to exercise the vote
on behalf of a man 10,000 miles away who
does not know a candidate who is standing
and has no means of expressing his per-
sonal preference regarding the candidate to
act for the district for which he is enrolled?

This Parliament should not depart one
iota from the principle of the direct per-
sonal vote, which is the essential feature of
our institutions. And I do not think we
need to. Although there are difficulties I f eel
that by this system, which proved compar-
atively successful during the Commonwealth
elections a year ago in the various theatres
of war, we shall1 be able to give a substantial
part of our electors what they arc really en-
titled to, and, instead of depriving them of
their position as free voters uander the con-
stitution, give them the full measure of their
rights as electors.

The Premier: How many would you get
to vote?

Mr. McDONALD: So far as I can gather
from a Western Australian battalion corm-
mander-I do not wish to be committed to
thi. Atatement-

The Premier: -No, it is just a matter of
information.

Mr. -MefONALD: -he got about 70 or
SO per cent. of his men to vote on the occa-
sion of the Commonwealth elections.

The Premier: But from one State.
Mr. McDONALD: Even under the alter-

native paroxy system I1 do not think we would
get anything likec that percentage. We would
have to get the papets to the units orersen,
ascertain the men who belong to Western
Australia and give them their proxy forms
to be completed. Of the men oversee, we
will get only a percentage, and not a high
one as compared with the percentage in this
country. But under my amendments what we
.,hall (fo will he to say to the men interested-
atnd this inforniation could he conveyed to
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themn months before the eleetions-" This is
the system and when the time comes, if you
are interested, facilities will be given to you
to exercise your direct personal vote for the
actuial man you want elected for your dis-
trict." 'While in any case there will he some
who will not be interestedp I think far more
will be interested in the direct personal vote,
of which they may have a month's notice,
than in signing a power of attorney to some-
one to exercise the vote for them.

Queensland is the only State in Australia
which has miade a departure from thig
fundanmental principle; it is the only coun-
try in the Empire which has instituted such
a precedent, and I would he sorry to see this
State follow its lead. The arguments are
infinitely stronger for the hold and demo-
cratic decision of the Commonwealth Par-
liament of last year to give the soldier his
direct vote. I am quite sure the Common-
wealth will afford all possible facilities to
enable Western Australian soldiers to cast
a direct vote at the State elections next year.
I commend my amendments. This should
not be a party business. It is a matter of
principle.

The Premier: A matter of practicability.

M-r. McDONALD: The practicability of
the two proposals is suhstantially equal; the
principle of iny amendment is infinitely pre-
ferable to the system adopted by Queens-
land and rejected by all the other States that
hare had an election since the war started.
I hope that members will not reduce our
soldiers oversea to a position of inferior
electors, that they will not have two classes
of electors--an inferior class oversea and
the people at home exercising their full
right of a direct vote.

'Mr. W. Heg-ney: You have to diffcrentiatc
for the Legislative Council.

.Mr. McDONALD: I hare made no dif-
ferentiation. I Propose to give the rotci
the same direct rote for the Legisativf
Council as for the Legislative Assembly. 11
these amendments are accepted, I shall mova
another dealing with the form of declarsltior
for the L.egislative Council rote.

Mr. Fox: There would -not be many Legis.
lative Council voters among the soldiers.

Mr. McDONAbDV: Whether few or many
there is no reason why electors overseE
should be deprived of their vote when thosi
at home can exercise it. Give them the voti
for the Legislative Council or the Legis
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lative Assembly and give them the full vote.
These amendments will ensure them the full
vote.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I hope the Committee
-will accept the amendment, which represents
An honest attempt to improve the Hill.
Party politics should not be permitted to
intrude into the question of giving the sol-
diers a rote. We should be unanimous in
the desire to give them the best that is
possible. The Premier would have been wise
to appoint a committee representative of the
whole Chamber to devise means of giving
our soldiers a rote.

The Premier: That is what the Chamber
is doing now.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: The Minister has in-
dicated that he will not accept the amend-
ment. Clause 9 is a dangerous provision;
the whole electoral system will he open to
abuse and plural voting, and the secrecy of
the ballot will disappear. There will be
agents of every kind rushingL around the
military camps asking the lads to give
proxies to vote for them, This might be
satisfactory for the leaders of parties, but
what about the great bulk of the people
who make and unmake goovernments? The
people who do not engage in party politics
airc the ones who make and unmake govern-
ments. If we accept the amendment, our
boys oversca will antonwticnlly be placed
on the roil. To contact some of the men
would be impossible, even if we adlopted
the M1inister's proposal for proxy voting.

Mr. Cross: Why not postpone the elec-
tions until after our boys come baek4

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That suggestion is
-worth considering. In times of stress lie
the present we should not be worrying about
elections. All efforts should bep concen-
trated on winning the war. I suggest to the
Premier the advisability of extending the
life of this Parliament for 12 months.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is getting away from the amend-
men t.

'Mr. J1. 11. SflNITH: T suggest that the
M1inister reconsider this matter. The
amoenidment will entitle hids overea auto-
matically to become enrolled. We have the
machbinery to preserve the secrecy of the
ballot, and they could vote the same as at
ain ordinary election. I do not know whe-
titer thi is a party Bill, but no such thing
as party consideration should enter into
the qguestion of giving the soldier a vote.

Itf we adopt the clause, every prospective
member of Parliament will be going to
Northam and other camps just prior to the
departure of a troopship and asking to be
given proxies. The amendment appears to
inc to be legitimate and honest with no
party feeling behind it.

The PREMIER: I spoke the other night
in regard to this matter, and dealt with
the impracticability of the suggestion made
by the member for West Perth. There is
one thing we ought to do and that is to
treat everyone in the same way. The
scheme propounded by the Government
will give everybody the opportunity to
vote if he desires to avail himself of it,
but tinder the amendment there are hun-
dreds of soldiers in various parts of the
world who could not be contacted in time
to record their votes. Men in, say, Cairo
or somec par-t of Palestine or Syria where
there are a num1iber of people, Might jios-
silv he able to record a vote, hut in
theatreq of war where there might bie only
from ton to 20 Western Australians, it
would he almost impossible to give them
the vote, and they would then have a leg-
itimante grievance.

They would say , "If I were at So-and-so
I would get a vote, but because I am here
I do not get one." A number of men are
in Mailaya, probably in the jungle, and
there mnay he a dozen or 15 Western Aus-
tralians amiong-st themi. I1 doubt whether
military headquarters could contact them
within two or three -weeks of an election
and enable an effective vote to be secured.
People in the 'Navy might be affected. It
is not pogsible to chase a warship round
the world in order to give sailors the vote.
Those who have enlisted in the Navy have
undertaken a hazairdous task, and are en-
titled to every effort that call he mande by
this Parliament to eable them to retain
their civic rights. 'We cannot do0 very much
aIboiit them. The idlea behind the measure
is in treat everybody alike and give every
soDldier, no mnatter where hie is-even per-
haps a prisoner-an equal opportunity to
exercise the vote. That cannot be said of
the amnendment.

Unt. N. Keen an: I think you can leave
prisoners out altogether.

The PREMIE'?: So far as that goes, we
might leave everybody out, bitt the Govern-
macnt desires to give every citizen oversca an
equal opportunity. I appreciate what the
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member for West Perth said about condi-
tions in 1832, when Canning was Prime
Mlinister. There was a tremendous up-
heaval, but that was in ordinary times,
with ordinary conditions operating. In
times of emergency such as the present
entirely new ground must he broken, and
we have not been afraid to do that.

Mr. Berry: You know whbat New Zealand
has done.

The PREMIER: It has extended the life
of its Parliament and there will not be any
election.

11r. Berry: That is the answer to the
problem here.

The PREMIER: The Chairman would
not allow me to discuss that matter and
I do not desire to do so. But the pro-
1)1cm has not arisen in New Zealand, be-
cause the life of the Parliament has been
lengthened. As I have said, the Govern-
ment's desire was to give absolute equality
to every citizen oversen in regard to exer-
cising the right to vote. I am sure nobody
would he unscrupulous enough-although
there might be one or two exceptions-to
fail to carry out the wishes of a soldier
who requested his vote to be east in a cer-
tain way. I would not like soldiers to re-
turn and say, "You passed an Act that
was so impracticable that while so-and-so
had a vote, T was left out. I am in the
discard. No provision of any kind was
nmade for me to have a vote. Am I worse
than anybody elsel" If the amendment is
carried not 60 per cent. of the people
abroad will he able to be contacted. Some
people deprecate elections, hut others value
the vote, and they should have an oppor-
tunity to exercise their privilege. My opin-
ion is that this voting will make very little
difference to the position of this Parlia-
mnent or to any individual member of it,
hut we must give people a chance to vote.
In ordinary circumstances I would not be
a party to proxy voting hut this is an
emiergency.

(Mr. 3. Hegney tooka the Chair.)

Mr. DONEY: The Premier has put the
position as he claims it to be but that does
not alter the fact that the method suggested
in the Bill is one that we will not accept.
We detest the idea of proxy voting, -which
is not as simple as the Premier suggests,
The Minister insists that uinder the method

proposed by the member for West Perth a
large number of soldiers would not be able
to vote. We do not deny that. The Pro-
inier will appreciate that under the method
adopted by the Queensland Government 30
per cent. only of the soldiers voted, showing
that TO per cent. did not do so.

The Premier: But they had the oppor-
tunity.

Mr. DONEY: But that does not get away
from the fact that only 30 per cent, voted.
The Premier said that the amendment sug-
gested by the member for West Perth was
utterly impracticable.

The Premier: I did not; I said it was im-
practicable.

Mir. DONEY: The Premier proposes to
follow along the lines adopted by the Com-
monwealth Government in 1916. 1 recall
that time and, although I do not know the
proportion of the soldiers who voted in con-
nection with the referendum, I have no
doubt it was small. I have no doubt
also that that experience will be re-
peated. The Minister has given no explana-
tion whatever as to the reason for adopt-
ing the proposed method of proxy voting.
His attitude has been that it cannot be im-
proved upon, but I wish he had critipised
the amendment moved by the member for
WeTst Perth. Had he done so we would have
known better where we stand. The Minis-
ter should agree that the proposal is fair,
sensible and free from any party political
taint. It provides equality of treatmnict as
between the soldiers and the settled politi-
cal parties in this Chamber, who will be
interested in the election. The Minister
went to a great deal of trouble to assure
the Committee of his sincerity and deplored
the absence of sincerity on the Opposition
side. On a question supposed to be abso-
lutely free from taint of party polities, the
Minister made it plainly a party question,
which is noi as it should be.

The Minister for Justice: I have agreed
to a number of amendments. You cannot
expect me to accept all.

Mr. Seward: They were very minor
amendments.

Mr. DONEY: During the second reading
debate I complained about the use of the
Premier's name in connection with the
schedule, and the Minister said it was men-
tioned only by way of example.

The Minister for Justice: At any rate,
that has been taken out of the Bill.
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Mr. DONEY: I am just wondering if the
Mifnister's vxplanation was strictly accurate.
The Mi1nister should not make such a state-
ment unless that was really the position. If
it was merely a matter of example, why did
not the 'Minister use the names John Smith
and Torn Brown? The use of the Premier's
full names would have an obvious effect on
the soldiers who would wish to get the task
of voting over quickly. We desire sim-
plicity but we also want something fair and
sensible. We want something that will stop
any possibility of touting.

The Minister for Justice: Who will be
the political touts!

Mr. DONEY: The Minister has been in
Public life long enough to know. I am
wondering whether the Minister will he
.agreeable to iuserting an amendment that
will make touting illegal. The Mdinister
said that the method .proposed had been
tried out in Queensland and found suitable.

The Minister for Justice: No, successful!

Mr. flOKEY: I think the Minister said
it had been found suitable and when I asked
him to whom it had been suitable he replied
that it was suitable to the Government. The
Minister added that a report had been sub-
mitted showing that the method adopted had
been successful, but I do not know that it
proved suitable to the soldiers.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The remark has been
made in this Chamber, and I feel sure pro-
perly so, that the Bill under discussion is the
last that could possibly be imagined to be
a party measure. It is one that has been
brought forward in circumstances of almost
great tragedy, and it certainly should not
be degraded by being treated as a party
measure. Nevertheless, the attitude the
Minister has taken up of complete irre-
concilability indicates that he wants to
treat it as a party measure. I do
not conceive it possible that if there
was a choice between the proposition
in the Bill and the proposal submitted by
the member for West Perth, there could
be hesitation on the part of any single
member of the Committee. Had not Lord
Brougham in 1832 introduced legislation that
put an cud to the declaration of open voting
at the poll% and substituted the secret ballot
instead, there would have been no Liberal
Party in England, which was the forerunner
of the Labour Party. *Yet the Government
of this 6tate is prepared to destroy all

that! For what reason'~ Simply because
Queensland, which merely means Mr. For-
gn Smith, adopted the method.

The Minister for Justice: Simply because
we want to give the soldiers a vote.

Hon. N. KEENAN: No other State has
followed the Queensland method, not even
the Commonwealth Government itself. In
Queensland Mr. Forgan Smith is a dictator.

The Premier: I do not think that is
fair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: He rules his p~arty.
The Premier: That is not so. The people

oni your political side of the fence said
Forgan Smith was a dictator, but the people
did not believe it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: But it proved to be
true. A dictator may advance a good case
but-

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussinc
dictators but the amendment before the
Chair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I apologise for my
transgression. No other State in the Com-
monwealth has followed the Queensland
example apart from Western Australia. So
if there was any choice between giving the
right to a soldier to vote as he pleases, as
his conscience tells him to vote and his judg-
ment directs him to vote, and this proxy
proposal which the Minister brings down.
there will be no hesitation on the part of
any member of this Chamber, no matter
where he sits, as to how he will vote. So
the only question is whether there is a
choice. The Premier confesses that himself,
because he proceeds to justify the proposal
of the Bill only on the ground that the
proposal of the member for West Perth is
not practical and on the question of expense.

The Premier: My main point was equality
of opportunity for both sides.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not think the
Premier had read the notice paper and seen
the amendment proposed by the member
for West Perth.

The Premier: That is a frequent accusa-
tion of yours.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If be had seen the
amendments, he would have seen they pro-
pose that electoral papers shall be sent away
immediately the Bill becomes law. They
will be sent to persons appointed by the
Chief Electoral Officer of this State to every'
part of the world where Australians are
serving as soldiers or as naval men. Will
there he any difficultY in his doingso
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None whatever! No one imagines for q~
moment that the Commonwealth authorities
will not furnish the necessary informationi.
When nomination day is fixed and when
certain persons offer themselves to the elec-
tors as candidates, the Chief Electoral
Officer telegraphs those names, and they
reach the commanding officer of soldiers
in an hour or two, and he will notify the
officer conmmanding the ship on which Aus-
tralians are serving, and that officer will
have the papers on board.

The CHAIRMAN: This clause does not
deal with voting, but purely with the ques-
tion of enrolment of members of the forces.
I ash the hon. member to confine himself
to the amendment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The enrolment and
the voting in the proposals of the Bill are
one and the same-the proxy.

The CHAIRMAN: Not under this clause,
though.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The whole proceed-
ing would not conceivably take the 30 days
that the law allows between nomination and
the declaration of the poll. Moreover, if it
became necessary the time would be extended.
The Electoral Act provides for that, and it
has been frequently resorted to in different
electorates in our State. May I emphasise
once more that there is only one contact
with the soldier under the amendment pro-
posed by the member for West Perth, one
contact only, and this would he at once,
immediately the Bill is passed?

The Premier: You do not think he would
be in the same place or in the same platoon,
do you?

Hon. N. KEENAN:- Unquestionably in the
same platoon!

The Premier: You know what happens in
-warfare.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does the Premier
imagine the soldier is going to change from
one platoon to another?

The Premier: Yes, that frequently hap-
pens.

Hon. N. KCEENAN: -,Well,. the officer -in
command of the other platoon will have that
soldier's papers. The change will make no
difference. Now as regards the question of
expense, it is alleged by the Treasurer that
the scheme proposed by the member for
West Perth might cost thousands of pounds;
he said, tens of thousands of pounds. Where
is the possibility of expense? The whole

expense will be the cost of a telegram, and
that only in the case of contested elector-
ates.

Air. Rodoreda: What about payments to
assistant returning officers?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does the hon. mem-
ber suggest that the Commonwealth auth-
orities would demand payment for a service
of that kind?

Mr. Rodoreda: How do you know those
would be Army men?

Mr. Seward: Who else could they be?
Hon. N. KEENAN: The amendment sets

out clearly "officer of the unit" and "officer
of the command." The Bill, if passed, will
be an absolute disgrace to this Parliament.
It is a Bill that will excite, when other means
are available, the contempt of every man of
reason. I am sorry to say such a thing in
the Chamber, but it would excite the con-
tempt of the soldiers, so far as I have con-
tact with them. As regards the Minister's
scheme, he put his hand in the wastepaper
basket and found it there. That is its origin.
I hope this Bill will not be treated in any
sense as anything but a measure to which
should he applied the intellect, the brains,
the intelligence end enthusiasm of all mem-
bers. In that case, there can be no question
that the amendment will be agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:- I lis-
tened with interest to the arguments
that have been adduced, but I have
heard nothing to convince me that we
should alter the method proposed in
the Bill, Not one member has ad-
duced an argument to show that it is prac-
tical to adopt the system suggested by the
member for West Perth.

Mr. McDonald: It -was done last -year in
the Commonwealth Parliament.

Hon. N, Keenan: The Minister forgets
that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is no comparison at all between the Com-
monwealth measure and this Bill. As has
been pointed out by the Premier, not one of
the other States has introduced legislation
like this in order to give its soldiers a vote.
The Opposition members will of course say
that the Queensland system has not been
adopted by the States other than our own.
There might be some reason for it, too.

Hon. N. Keenan: A very good reason!
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They

are not all of the same political colour and
have not been so progressive. The Opposi-
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tion disagrees in every way with the Bill.
It even goes back over 100 years--to 1832-
and quotes a system then adopted and claims
that we should not depart from it. We
might as well go back to the days of the
troglodyte and adopt what was in force
then.

Mr. McDonald: Why not abolish habeas
corpus, Mlagna Carta and the Bill Of
Rights?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I stress
the fact that this is a non-party measure.

Mr. Mann: It does not look like it.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The

Opposition says that we should not argue,
but stick to some old ides of 100 years ago.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you despise that
idea?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not. We are, howvever, trying under extra-
ordinary conditions to make a genuine at-
tempt to give our soldiers a vote.

Mr. Abbott: Even though pressure can be
brought to bear on them?

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Fiddle-
sticks!

Mr. Abbott: Not at all. It is a serious
matter.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Do
Opposition members consider it infra dig?
Is that the reason, or is it that they want
to blamne Trades Hall because it is alive and
doing something worthy?

Mr. Manx: Does this abolish Trades Hall?
The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Noa.
Mr. Mann: From the way you are speak-

ing, it will, very definitely.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am

very grateful to the hon. member for his
remrark. Under the system advocated by the
member for West Perth, it wvill be necessary
to set tip booths wherever our men are fight-
ing. Not one member opposite has said
anything about that

The Minister for Lands: Not merely where
they are fighting.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is so. The booths will have to be set up
wherever our soldiers are stationed, whether
in England, Egypt, the Western Desert,
Palestine, Syria, Irak, Malaya, Canada,
Rhodesia or Russia.

Mr. Seward: it would be difficult to put
up booths there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: And it
would he costly. The hon. member also
stated that it would be necessary to get into

touch wvith the soldiers once only, hut a
special day would have to be appointed.

Mr. McDonald: No, several days could be
appointed.

Hon. N. Keenan: The Minister does not
understand.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
would be impossible. Under the system pro-
posed in the Bill the soldiers would appoint
a nominee. Surely they would appoint
someone in whose integrity they trusted.

Hon. XN. Keenan: Where do you find poll-
ing booths mentioned in the amendment?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Polling
booths must be provided.

Hon. N. Keenan: Why?
31r. Mann: Is it not a form of postal

voting ?
Hon. N. Keenan: The soldiers would put

the ballot paper in an envelope. Is that a
polling booth?

Mr. Rodoreda: The soldier must attend
before an officer and vote, If that is not
a polling booth, I shall go"b.

Mr. Doney: It is a piece of ground. That
is all.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
amendment provides that a soldier, notwith-
standing he is not enrolled, may vote. That
would be open to ahuse. The nomination
system has many advantages lacking in other
systems that have been tried. I cannot
understand why Opposition members have
taken such a dislike to the Bill. Is it be-
cause it is something new, or is it for some
other reason? Is there something else? Is
it because the idea originated in Queensland,
or is it because they might think that this
side of the House has more representatives
in the fighting line than has the other side?

Mr. Seward: That is it!
M r. Doney: I think you must have struck

it.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I say

again that there is a nigger in the woodpile.
There must be something. The member for
Beverley looks quite intelligent.

Mr. Mann: You have not sufficient in-
telligence to understand what is explained
to you by this side of the House.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: So the
hon. member is intellectually superior, is he?
He looks it, too. I do not think I should
gaze on him for too long.

Mr. Doney: You bad better drop that
subject.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In the
circumstances I ask Opposition members to
give reasonable consideration to the Bill. A
soldier could trust an attorney or an execu-
tor. Why should not he trust some person
whom he may appoint to record his vote

Mr. Seward: An executor could not record
the rote.

The MINISTER FPOR JUSTICE: No.
The recording of a vote, however, is just as
serious as is any work that an executor
might have to do.

Hon. N. Keenan: Bat the soldier would
be there in that case. Tell us something
more about the executor.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
bon. member quoted Queensland and New
South Wales a dozen times for the sake of
his argument. If I were as loquacious as
is the member for Nedlands-

Hon. N. Keenan: Why not tell me about
the executor?

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with the executor. The Minister must con-
fine himself to the amendment before the
Chair.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Bill is a non-party measure. We are anxious
to do all we possibly can for our soldiers.

Mr. Doney: The case is too weak.
Mr. ABBOTT: The Minister for Justice

has suggested that the Opposition has put
forward no good reason for opposing the
measure. The Minister has repeatedly said
that the Bill is a non-party Bill. I am not
dealing with it as a party measure.

[Mr. Marshall resumned the Chair.]

The Premier: It is remarkable the
unanimity that exists on the Opposition side
of the House.

Mr. ABBOTT: The unanimity existing on
the other side of the House is equally re-
markable.

The Premier: -No more remarkable than
on the Opposition side!

Mr. ABBOTT: As the Premier has said,
difficulty will be experienced in ensuring
that every soldier will have a vote. The Pre-
mier based his argument on the fact that
every soldier should be treated alike. If
the scheme propounded by the member for
West Perth is adopted, admittedly the Gov-
ernment will be put to some additional ex-
pense and a certain number of soldiers may
not be able to vote. The soldiers unahle to

vote, will, however, be at a greater dis-
advantage in other respects. If the nomina-
tion system is adopted will not the soldier
be at a big disadvantage? For instance, an
election is proceeding at the present time and
there are five or six candidates. One of those
candidates, or his friend, might approach a
soldier about to embark for service oversea
and ask him for a proxy to vote.

Mr. Fox: He would say, "I am sorry, I
have not got a vote."'

Mr. ABBOTT:- He would not say any-
thing of the sort; he would be in a very
difficult position. That is the biggest evil
that I see. That is a greater evil, and puts
the soldier at a greater disadvantage, than
the possible chance of losing his vote from
a state of emergency existing at the front.
No soldier wishes to be put in the position
of telling a man that he will not vote for
him. I would dislike very much to be in
that position.

The Premier: H~e can make his father or
brother his proxy.

,Mr. ABBOTT: That is not suggested in
the Bill.

The 'Minister for Just ice: Yes, it is.
Mr, ABBOTT: Anyone can be a proxy.
Mr. RODOREDA: The one factor which

emerges from the debate is that everybody
who opposes this clause confesses that there
will be some difficulty in putting the soldier
on the roll. The member for North Perth
stressed that point. I generally listen with
great interest to the member for Nedlands,
hut tonight he was not up to his usual form.
It is unlike him to cast relflections on other
members, but he suggested I had not read
the Bill or the amendment. I have done so.
Y may 21ot have understood, but that is
the fault of my mentality and not the fault
of my application, or non-application, to the
job in hand. Under the amendment, any
person can be appointed assistant returning
officer. The member for Williams '-Narrogin
is grinning. He came to put me right,
but his reading of the amendment is not al-
together correct. The Hon. B. 0. Casey
could be appointed assistant returning offi-
cer for America or Canada. The Bill would
not prevent it. That is one point upon
which I did read the Hill.

Hon. N. Keenan: Well, follow on!
Mr. RODOREDA: Vary well! The proced-

ure to be adopted is that the voter, or sol-
dier, has to attend before a commissioned
officer of the forces. He is not the assistant
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returiting officer, but just an officer before
whom the elector votes. Ini turn, that
commissioned- officer has to send the
vote to the commanding officer, who is
not an assistant returning officer either. fle,
in turn, sends it to the assistant returning
officer for (he area. I do not think the
mnember for Nedlands has read the amend-
luent properly.

lon. 'N. eenan- The returning officer
ay be, any person designated by theChe

Electoral Officer.
Mr. RODOREDA : Yes, and not neecs-

saItily a miember oC the forces, as was in-
sisted. This amendment is mandatory, that
the commanding officer shall do this and the
commissioned officer shall do that. What
jurisdiction have we over commissioned offi-
cers of muilitary forces? I call imnaginle a
commissioned officer with ino time to spare,
saying to the assistant returning officer, "I
have no timle to worry abouit taking votes;
take the whole lot to Hell out of here." That
is what -will happen. Tile whole thing is
ridiculous on the face of it. The Bill eon-
tail's a simple proposition whereby the bulk
of the soldiers at present in the State can
have a vote without any trouble by appoint-
ing a brother, or wife, or father, or any-
body else, or even the member for Nedlands.
The only people to be contacted are the
soldiers now ahroad, or those who wvill be
abroad at the time of the promulgation of
this measure. That is simpler than the pro-
posals embodied in the amendment by which
we are to exercise jurisdiction over people
not within our scope.

ion. N. Keenan: Does not the Bill give
jurisdiction over officers?

Mr. ROIJOR FDA: What right have we to
d1o that!

lion, N. IKeenan: It is in the Bill.
3Mr. ROl)OREDA: Not necessarily. A

int-i her ealn write to his friends abroad, and
the whole thing is private. The officer does
nt come into it at all.

Hon. N. Keenan: He does, to make the
declaration

31r. RODOREDA: A great many heroics
have been talked tonight about the secrecy
of the ballot.

Mr. Seward: Do you not approve of that?
Mr. 1tODOREDA: Of course I do, but

how is it going to he interfered with by this
mneasurei If a soldier is married, he can
arrange for his wife to vote or his brother.
Do not members of a family know how the

other miembers; normally vote? The secrecy
is only involved where the soldier of his
own free will appoints a proxy. We are
not compelling him to vote or to violate the
secrecy of the ballot. If he does not care
how he votes, lie canl appoint the member
for Nedlauds.

Amendment put and( a division taken with
hle t'ilwn result:

Ayes
Noes

14
16

Maiuritv against

Mir. Abbott
M1r. Berry
Mr. Boyle
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Keecan
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald

Mr,
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr-

Coverley
Fox
J. Hegney
W. Hiegney
Johnson
Needham
Nulsen
Rodoreda.

A V IC.
M r. Stubbs
MrI. 'SAMeS-In
Mr. .1 . 9111th
Mr. Lotbam
Mr. illa
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Patric
Mr. Warner

AYES.
%I r.
Air.
M4 r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
M r~,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.*
Mr.
Mr.

PAntS.

N4 r.
Si r.
Mr.
MrF.
Mr.
Mr.
Pkv .
lir.

Mebarty
North
Seward
Shear',
Wats
Wilmot
floney

(Teller.)

P. C. L. Smith
Stynnte'
To nikin
Triat
Wihlewck
Wise
Withers
0r0819

(Telier.1

110u's,
Co1ler
Hawkse
Hoi1man
M1llisgIOU
.eahy

Raphael
Pantloi
Wilson

Amendment thus negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 10-agreed to.

Clause 11-Member of the forces absent
froml the State may appoint nominee to vote
on his behalf:

Mr. McDONALD: This clause contains
the crux of the Bill. Tt provides for the
nominee system. I move ail ntendment-

That Subelauses 1, 2, and 3 be struck out
with a view to inserting other subelauses in
lieu.

I propose to delete the proxy sys-
tem and substitute provision for the
direct personal rote of the soldier
who enlists for service oversca. I do
not intend to enlarge on the arguments be-
cause they hatve been dealt with fairly
exhaustively in the discussion onl Clause 9,
but as this is the fundamnental part of the
Bill and T feel that miembers would like
to express their opinion on the principle
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quite definitely, I shall divide the Committee
if the voices are against me.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I op-
pose the amendment. The arguments that
have been voiced on Clause .9 apply to
this clause, and to speak on the amend-
ment would be only wasting the time of
the Committee, as members fully under-
stand the position. A principle is involved;
we desire to provide the system of nominee
voting. The voting by soldiers will not hbe
compulsory, and they may nominate father,
mother, brother, sister or any friend to vote
for them in Australia.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes
Noes

15

legoislative rlseemblg.
Thursday, 30th October, 1911.

QUestions: Plant Diseases Act, frult fly regulations 1581
Lotteries Comission............1&81
Stirling square, old Soldiers' Institute 158t

Leave of absence.............................1582
BCHIs: Main Roaads Act (Fonda Appropriation), InF...1582

Land Drainage Act Amendment, 2R,......1582
Factories and Shops Act Amendmeent, 2B. 158.5
Metropolitan Market Act Amendment, S., Corn.

report -_ __. .. ... .. ,. 15107
Public Service Appea 'Beard Act AmendMent,

2R., Corn. report.............. a0
Franchise, Corn................1005

The -SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p~. anid read priayeris.

QUESTION-PLANT DISEASES ACT.

Fruit Fly Regulations.

Majority against.

MT. Abbiott
MIr, Berry
Mdr. Boyle
Mrs. Cardlell-Oliser
M r. Mann
Mr. McDonald
,Mr. McT~s*

Mr. Coner
Mr, Fox
Mr. 3. liegney
31r. W. Hegney
Mr. Johnon
Mr, Needham
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. F. r,, L. Smith

AYES.
Mr. Stubba
Air. Siampsn
Mr. . 1 . Smith
Mr. tetbamn
Mr. Hill
Mr. Thorn
Mr, Patrick
Mr. Wars
Mr. Keenan

Arms8.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MJr.
Mr.

North
Seward
Shearn
Watts
Wilimolt
Doney

Nos.
?4 Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Tril
Mr, Willeock1Mr. Wise

M r. WithersMr. cross

PMISC

Mr, Collier
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hoimnan
Mr. Millington
Mr. Leaby
Mr. Raphael
Mr. Faston
Mr. Wilson
Mr, Hoedoreda.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 12 to 15--agreed to.

Progress reported.

Hoomp adjourited at 10.52 p.

2Mr. THORN asked the Minister for Ag-ri-
- culture: 1, Is it the intention of the Depart-

merit of Agriculture to enforce the fruit fly
regulations in the Guildford municipality?
2, If riot, will he make provision for the
spraying of properties where the occupier
is unable to carry out this work?

/Teler.) The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, Fruit fly regulations are
being enforced. In some districts there have
been eases where the Department has ar-
ranged for the necessary work to be done at

(Wetinr.) owvner's and occupier's expense. This applies
to aged and incapacitated people. If a re-
quest is made from the Guildford munici-
pality for this service, it will reeeive con-
sideration.

QUESTION-LOTTERIES 001011-
SION.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Chief Secretary: Since the
inception of the Lotteries Commission, what
amounts have been paid by that institution
to the R.S.L., the Maimed Soldiers' Auxili-
aries, and kindred associations, affiliated with

n. the R.S.L.?
The MFNITER FOR THE NORTH-

WEST replied: £22,500.

QUESTION-STIRLING SQUARE,
OLD SOLDIERS' INSTITUTE.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Was the land in Stirling Square,
on which the old Soldiers' Institute is situ-

1.581


